.... AROUND THE VALLEY “on: 


"Oktoberfest in the Wabash Valley; 


ge It's the best of times, — 


it's the wurst of times 


How do you throw a party that will 
accommodate and satisfy 6,000 to 
7,000 people of varying European de- 
scents and with different tastes and 
backgrounds? The recipe is simple: 

Take one portion of German 
Gemutlichkeit — otherwise known as 
"fun and fellowship in a festive atmo- 


sphere." 
Mix with one portion of Hoosier 
Hospitality — also known as 


"Indiana's tradition of generosity and 
friendliness to guests." 

Add one ton of bratwurst, about 
2,000 pounds of German potato salad 
and sauerkraut, 100 kegs of beer and 
other drinks, plus hours of music and 
dancing. 

Blend together and what do you 
get? An Oberlandler Oktoberfest — 
commonly known as one of Terre 
Haute's largest annual festivals. 

Butthe Oktoberfest (which actually 
falls in September), is more than just a 
German festival. It'S a place to mix 
old-country culture 


> 

сое „ with American 

веть . 

Ze 27) JEA ideals of fun, 

(222. 27 and it's а 
258 place where 

f Germans 


and non-Germans of all ages can come 
together to celebrate. 

Oktoberfest, now celebrating its 
18th year, is sponsored by the Terre 
Haute German Oberlandler Club. This 
year, it will be celebrated Sept. 6, 7, 13 
and 14 at the Army National Guard 
Headquarters at 3650 Maple Ave. 
Oktoberfest will be open from 3 p.m. 
to midnight on Fridays and 1 p.m. to 
midnight on Saturdays. 

Admission is $2 for people age 16 
and older. Children under 16 are ad- 
mitted free. 

The fee admits festival-goers to the 
Biergarten, where you can fill up on 
sauerkraut, German potato salad, 
bratwurst and other German and 
American dishes and drinks. 

Also in the Biergarten, you can 
dance the night away, or just enjoy the 
music while resting or browsing 
through the arts and crafts booths and 
the German import booth. 

For festival-goers who bring along 
their sweet tooth, German desserts are 
available in the Deutsch Kaffee Haus. 

Featured bands for this year's mer- 


rymaking include John ‚а= “a 
Wagner’s German # FAN 
Band from Chicago, ё E : 
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the Jay Fox German Band from Fort 
Wayne, the original Alpine Express of 
Indianapolis, the Polka Dots of Clinton 
and the Internationals with Hans Rieser 
from Switzerland. Music will be non- 
stop throughout every evening. 

Dancing, music, food and drink are 
all integral parts of the festival, but 
more important is the social atmo- 
sphere provided at the festival. 

Lee Phifer, one of the original or- 
ganizers, said the festival usually at- 
tracts many of the same people year 
after year who use the event as an 
excuse to see old friends. 

Many of those friends come from 
outside the Wabash Valley, Phifer said, 
because of the success of the festival 
and because they want a chance to 
celebrate their German heritage. He 
estimates that a full quarter of those 
attending this year will be from out- 
side the area. 

“Once a year, these people get to 
see someone they don’t normally get 
to,” Phifer said. “It’s like a big 
reunion.” 

It's also a chance to bring families 
together. Despite the beer drinking 
and dancing, he said, it provides a 
good, wholesome, family oriented 
event. 

“Toomany times, people think that 
a place to drink beer, sing and dance is 
not a place for a family,” he said. “But 
we want to have families come. We 
offer family items, such as small sou- 
venirs for the kids. We want this to be 
a family atmosphere." 

There will also be a large percent- 
age of senior citizens, who welcome 
the chance to experience a bit of Ger- 
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man culture. Phifersaid this age group 
usually comes out in the early eve- 
nings to enjoy the music. 

Later in the evenings, especially 
Fridays, the population shifts to in- 
clude more college-aged celebrators, 
who welcome the change from their 
normal round of night-time gathering 
places. 

Adults usually predominate on 
Saturday nights, Phifersaid, with fami- 
lies coming out during the days. Many 
families hear friends talk of the event 
after the first weekend, and then make 
plans to attend the second weekend. 
Others plan their visits to coincide 
with the bands they want to hear. 

But festival-goers didn't always 
have such choices of when to attend, 
what to see, which bands to hear and 
which foods to sample. The first few 
Oktoberfests in Terre Haute were 
somewhat simpler, even though they 


were a mix of the best Oktoberfests in 
this part of the country. 

The local festival's roots stretch 
back to the early 1970s, when the 
German Oberlandler Club believed the 
area would benefit from and enjoy a 
chance to experience German food 
and culture in a festive atmosphere. 

So Phifer and others traveled 
throughout the Midwest and into areas 
farther east — all the way to Pennsyl- 
vania — to see how other communi- 
ties celebrated the traditional German 
festival. 

They came back with a variety of 
ideas, took the best concepts, and 
started their own Oberlandler 
Oktoberfest in 1973. 

Although that first celebration 
lasted only two days, the response was 
fantastic, Phifer said. Within three 
years, the festival had expanded from 
one weekend to a Thursday, Friday 


and Saturday. 

Eventhat, however, wasn'tenough 
to accommodate the huge crowds that 
came to celebrate the festival so, the 
next year, it was extended to covertwo 
consecutive weekends — the schedule 
still followed today. 

Even though Terre Haute's festival 
is longer than it once was, it still pales 
in comparison to the original 
Oktoberfest, held annually in Munich, 
Germany. That festival lasts 16 days 
and attracts almost 7 million people. 

And did you think that one ton of 
bratwurst was a lot of meat? At the 
Munichfestival, participants consume 
more than 3 million bratwurst, 
500,000 barbecued chickens, 100 tons 
of fish, 30,000 hams, plus 40 oxen 
roasted on spits. And they’ll wash 
down the food with almost 5 million 
steins of beer. 

Talk about throwing a party! 
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Community Affairs File 


Decorations of fresh flowers, 
Redbud, Dogwood, and other 
areenery with a maypole will : 
highlight the setting for the 
dance. 

German food will be served 
to enhance the festive atmos- 
phere, The food committee will 
provide a menu of Bratwurst, 
(Potato Salad, Sauerkraut, and 
German Bread. Also, many var- 
ieties of fruit and buttercream 
German cakes will be sold. 

Tickets may be purchased 
li m club members or at the 
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PLANNING SPRING DANCE—German Oberlauder Club has completed its plans for af Mal 

Fest Dance at 417 S. 5th St. The event is scheduled for April 29. In charge of arrangemenis 

and operation are. front row from left, Mrs. Elizabeth Reiter, Mrs. Hilde McHenry, and 

Mrs. Helga Phillips. Second row, from left, Mr. and Mrs. Travis Stepro, and Hans Eilbracht, 

club president. Third row, left to right, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Davis, and Lee. Egg T 
A kra ian + ч, 


chairman. Back row, Mr. and Mrs. Berlyn Perkins. "amm unity ATRESI 


` ОБенапаег Club Will Hold 
Its Spring Dance April 29 


The German rlandér|díved by the New V from Clin- 

Club's 4th annual “Mai Fest”-|ton. 

Spring dance—will be Saturday,| Mai Fest (May Festival) m 
April 29, according. to Lee s Germany is a national holiday. 
fer, dance chairman. The, gala A variety of events occur from | 
(| affair at 417 South 5th St. beginS|merrymaking around a Maypole 
Jat 8:30 p.m. Music will be рго with song, drink, and dance to 
ines : a solemn Labor Day observance 
Гог the worker (as our Septem- 
|ber 4 holiday). 
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REANDLER TONYZHLLMAN (1610 joined tire Hereni Geht OR тона ef good toti. 
Vahash Valley Fairgrounds, where. the. соо, traditi Р 


Ravaria welenmed thousands of visitors from near and far mit Deutschmusik un 


und Singen und Essen und Trinken. Herr Hulman received his official designation from the 
president of the sponsoring body, Herr Leiter Hans Eilbracht of lhe Terre Haute Oherland- 
ler Club with Zeremoniellmeister Lee Phifer (right) and Herr Herman Fanning (far left) look- 


ing on. Gemuetlichkeit was enjoyed by all. SE EAD 


House of Photography. 


b феи punctuated with 
ui tem Soccer, closed | Almost 


yis yo! J illurgküebertemt- Saturday; might at With recourse to ? i 
i4 snc EDE Vale À irgrounds. етеп ШШ Phif с 


d Q BP 
ati Of opine 


anzung. 


RC 
- ' 3 


E — c ч s 
“The weather was] The reslis of several events. 
e people poured | including one in which a team 
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OBERLANDLER CLUB AIDS THE UNITED WAY—The Terre Haute German Oberlandler 
Club presented a check to the Wabash Valley United Wav Wednesday evening as their way | 
of “thanking the Terre Haute community for the success of our Oktoberfest." Hans Eilbracht > 
(left), cluh president, stated, “The United Way and the 28 agencies are helping the youth, the 
aged and all of us, in between. We feel that our United Way contribution is our way of saying 
"Thank You' to the entire community." At present, $479.156, or 70.6 per cent of the United 
Way's goal of 8678.940, has heen raised. Pictured with Eilbracht are Hilde McHenry and Les- 
ter P. Sanders, Oherlandler Club members, presenting the check to V. Ann Royse of the 
United Way. t : NES. Martin Photo. 
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Preparing for Festival ` 


The sounds of, Qom-Pah-Pah: worklist—-for > this ;Oberlandlerithusiasm in the club 15 great." = 


and Ein Prosit — the. smell of group. UE INTE ;remarked Phifer.. “То {овен 
bratwurst and sauerkraut Helga Phillips and Frances and perpetuate Old World cus- 
cooking — the sight of тапу sanders are co-chairman ofthe 10115 through music. food. and 


, thousand people enjoying the | Concession committee, T his 9155 is part of the reason the 


"gemuetlichkeit" at the Terre group of Oberlandler EU 'Oberlandler Club exists. ~ The 
Haute Oktoberfest on two Fall; responsible to provide some Members ang happy to provide 
days. may seem remote now in|30 booths- of-. German and Ёё" event forte community 
many area citizens as they plan Americam Arts-Crafts. n d Such asthe Oktoberfest.” 
Summer activities... . - - 10005 for many visitors. A fancy 

But to the local Germanicandle or a small painting. 
Oberlandler Club. sponsor of the | Bratwurst or a hotdog could A 
second annual German Festival. on the long list of available 
September 27-28,- the eventjitems at the festival. 
seems all so near. This is evi, . The. Oberlandler Club booth 


dent by the action of three oflwill offer German s 


the fest committees — pro-litems. Marianne Eilbrachi 
gram. concession, “rand “pro- ways and means chairman 
motion. ^.- |More information and applica- 
The program committee. with: trons for booths may be óblained 
Amamarie Schoffmanm гат d; by calling the committee, chair- 
Christa, Phifer serving as .co- man. 
chairman, has the task of pro-| The. promotion gon e Va 
viding a unique. schedule: oi pita Pauline Mobleyigang Hite 
events, that is,- continuous en-'McHenry- co- E busy | 
tertainment ..for the wholejlaying out a master plan to con 
family with a German flavor. |vev the Oktoberfest’ message A 
Search for. German bands and area residents and ,people in 
Folkdancers for<the Biergarten neighborhing state 
and Fest dares; carnival rides! “Other hin: state he ap 


for tue young. and, other related; pointed, . noted =r. Philer. 
activities, тате high' on 'theigeneral Fest chairman: 
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HEAD COMMITTEES are preparing for the second annual Terre Haute Oktoberfest sched- 
uled for September 2728 at the Wabash Valley Fairgrounds. 


mittees “are. from left! Christa Phifer, Annamarie Schoffmaun, 
Mobley, 


Co-chairman for the com- 
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Frances Sanders, Pauline J 


and Helga Phillips. Not present wa; Hilda Mehe T А Martin Photos 
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More, Name 
То Oktoberfest 


( mmittees. : 


“Oktoberfest ts an Old wa y 
custom and a festival so timèd ıl; 
as to welcome the fall season. It 
is a time to celebrate .'.N an” 
time for good fellowship and to 
enjoy what wé have. Thé fest is. , 
traditionally simple, hearty and ^ 
inexpensive so that all the peo- 
ple (the whole family) may pat- 
ticipate to thé fullest extent. 
"Gemuetlichkeit/s, good nature. 
togetherness wit! your ; fellow 
man, invites you lo he part. of 
the ! festival. commented a 
spokesman for the Terre Haute 
Oberlandler Club as plans for 
the second annual Oktoberfest 
got underway last week. 

Over 100 club members are 
involved in plantiing the festival 
scheduled for Sept. 27 and 28 at 
the Wabash Valley Fairgrounds. 
Three more committees have 
been named bv general chair- 
men Lee Phifer to prepare for a 
much larger crowd than last 
vearc They. include food; 
decorations. and tickets. 

Elizabeth Reiter and Eleanora 
(Codra ага .co-chairmen of the 
р committee. They are lav- 
ng the groundwork with their 
committee members to devise 4 
plan tò facilitate fast food ser- 
vice for the festival guests. A|Rev. Yegerlenner's sermon, 
favorite German menu of brat-|topi¢ will be "The Discovery of 
wurst. potato salad an dia Lifetime" 
sauerkraut most likely will he} The Community Choir direct 
Available again at Мих festival. Jed by Marvin Cheek, High 

“The decorations, committee.|School Band Director, will sing.) 
with Hilde Crisp and Harold! “In The Garden’ and a Medley 
Taylor serving as CO: chairmen, | of Hymns r ‘When The Roli Is! 
fasi! the unique «task о (Саед Up! Yonder,” “In The| 
transforming the; talrgrounds in-ISweet By and Ву’ and "We'll 
to a colorful setting with multi-| Understand Ji Better Bv and 
colored lights, flags  flying.|By'" as special music for the 
enats- -of-arms and other fèstival|service. Mrs, Russell Wisehart 
decorations. The castle-like en-|wiH be the organist and Miss 
trance. | through ` which | some Веску. Wisehart. the pianist. 
20,000 visitors passed during’ the; “The;Cofimunity Churches will 
first Oktoberfest.imay again bey — Sa 
art'of the decoration Шете. |’. |: 

“Jack” Krumreich and Ба 
Schulz, of the dluk’s finance | 
committee, have “been named 
co-chairmen of the ticket sales 
Much of the festival is free for 
thé entire family — parking. êr- 
tranée to the grounds, Blergar- 


decorations; Lee Phifer, 


ten’ entertainment and! other 1 
related activities to be Beer 0 cour 

ed: However, much of, the finan-| AG PET: 
tial (support, is recéivéd. frem| ONE ~ a 
advance tickets or the two c WAU n 
largé', Oktoberfest dances. TERRE 


Ticket distribution and locations 
will bê | ‘announced at a fulure 
date. А 


PLANNING AHEAD to fal! and the second Terre Haute 
committee chairmen ef the event." 
general 

Reiter, feod, and Jack Krumreich, 


iPad Пав манаа аа سنه‎ 


herlandles Club Okteberfest are 
From left, front row, srs Ed СРТ, finance; Hilde Crisp, 
chairman: second гот, Elnora Сорга, feod; Elizabeth 
finance. a Martin Photo. 
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regular Sunday 
School Service and dismiss their 


hold their 
Worship Services in co-opera- 
tion with the Community. Serv 
ice. | 
An Evening Song Fest will Бей 
held at the Olay City Gym аі) 
7:30 p.m. featuring the "Singing! 
Bovenchen Family" of Linton.) 


and “The Revelations" of Clayf 
City composed of Douglass In-| < 
man. Marvin Cheek, Marvin A 
Clarke, and Lloyd Shonk with " Y 
Becky Wisehart as pianist. e QW 
"The public is invited ta eacht c cr 
nf these services. ^ & Se 
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_ GERMAN QBERLANDLER CLUB—The German Oberlandler Club recently elected officers 

and heard af director menthers for the new year. Attending the first meeting af 1975 were. 

irom left, Ann Schoffmann, board director: Lee Phifer, vice president; Hans Eilbracht, hoard 

member: John Phillips, president; Ed Schulz.treasurer: Robert Fless, board director, and 
Martin Photo. 


Mana Potts, secretary. T JAN 9_ 1975 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRC 


— — s 


TERRE HAUTE 
TRIBUNE-STAR 
TERRE HAUTE, 
INDIANA 


Ё 
i 
5 
i 
$ 


LI 
o 
LL 
E 
سل‎ 
I. 
Ta 
d- 
< 
2 
CO 
me 
zi 
- 
© 
Li 
ki 
LA 
Z 
< 
=й 
с 
LL 
ec 
О 
2. 
< 
= 
o7 
ae 
тё 


йийшыу-АНаҥеИ#Ө== ees 


0 


ы. 


f 


ENCE 


REFER 


GERMAN, OBERLANDLER CLUB | 
SPONSORS A MAIFEST HERE, „у. 


House of Photography. 


DECORATIONS AT THE  MAIFEST DANCING COUPLE — Nancy Liven- 
DANCE included Alpine scenes and good and Ben Kiburis were among 
Streamers. those attending the Maifest dance 
at the Vigo County Fairgrounds. 
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FOAMING MUGS were served by Helen Lucas, Mona Potts 
and Margot Zumar to customer Justin, Clements. 


CHOW LINE SERVERS included Jennie Schepper, Stephanie 


TRADITIONAL COSTUMES were worn by many at the Mai- Pfister and Hilda Vaughn. 


fest sponsored by the local German Oberlandler Club. 
Terre Haute- Tribune-Star, July 13, 1975. | 
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FEATURED At OKTOBER 


j 1 hird annual Okt 
3 ‘ented. bands that , will periorm et ihe thi nu | 
urb ри at the Wabash. Valley Fairgroun ds. The festival opens at 


the traditional. “dapping of. the Oktoberfest Keg. 


Third Annual Oktoberfest 


224675 5 SEP 221979 


‘ES ater h T ville Бе ones of several Ger- 
EEST— The Waterloo German Band em d Fray 
6 p.m. Thursday with Fest Hall. 


Friday the program will be 
igin in the Biergarten with the 
"Waterloo German Band sched- 


uled a: 6 . followed. by the 
Bernardom Biergarten Band at 
9 p.m. if > 1 


| The first) Festidance will be- 
gin ans pom. in the 1,800 Fest! 
Hall (4-H Building) with’ the 
Rheingold German Band from 
Lou le. Ky. playing polkas, 
waltes (waltzes Хап, selected 
American dance tunes. 
Saturday morning the gates, 
open. at 9 a.m., with the Ger 
тап апа American food and 
the La artt crafts. booths 
available to the early , fest- 
Soers. The West Vigo High 
‘School band will'play the- na- 
tional anthem for flag cerc- 


monies at 11 a.m. ` 

а Milers Bavarian Baud 
willesstart the: Biergarten > en- 
tertainment at 11:30 a.m. This 
is the second vear for Miller's 
band [at the Oktoberfest. 

Af 245 p.m. the Bavarian 


Sehuhplattlers (rom St. Louis 
wN entertaingifith heir unique 


foik dancing. They will also 
perform at 4:45 pm.. 6:45 p.m. 
and 8:45 p.m. in the Biergarten 


and 10:45 p.m. and 11:45 in the 


St. Louis Alpine Kapelle, first 
time to play. im Terre Haute. 
‘will provide the Biergarten 
‘music from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
Jerry Auberry,. group leader. 
also plays accordian for the Ba 
varian Sehuhplattlers. 

Hans Rieser's Polka Band 


At 9 p.m? in the Biergarten.| 


8 . т wi returu®a ‚т. to play 
CelebrationOpeggThurulay с=с 


It \ дА | : 
Ге J і : 4 

і Lie We "prbtitived Б” леп. helicopter rides and 30 dif; 
numerous, German ads will? ferent. booths filled with .Ger- 
echo throughowy thet Wabash} yan and American crafts. 
Wallays Thursday; Шау and |“ тре Waterloo. German Band 
Saturday at the Wa gen Valley! from Waterloo, IH.. will be fea- 
Fairgrounds as the Ёга annual’ reg’ in the Biergarten Friday, 
Terre Haute Oktoberfest cele- Sept. 26. from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
bration takes ресе In addition to playing every 

Highlights of the : stival,are Saturday at the Bavarian Inn 
German polka music German | a; ‘sti! Louis. the band has en- 
and “American foodé amuse rerrainedî at many German fes- 
-— BI "^ "tivals in Illinois, Missouri, Iowa 
and Arkansas. among others. 

The Oktoberfest officially | 
starts at.6 p.m. Thursday. with 
the ceremonial. “Tapping of hte 
Oktoberfest Кез?” School “Mu-! 
sikanten' ^" from. local high, 
schools. WM entertain with a 
selection of polkas. waltzes and. 
(marches. Another local group.) 
Ле Old ‘Fashions, Will play 
specially = arranged Biergarten 
music attired.in Bavarian led 
‚ erliosen. i 

Hans :Rejser's Роке Polka 
Band, la favorie at the lirst 
“two, Oktoberfests will заза 
"provide ‘music’ from 8:30 p.m.| 
“to midnight. | 
М-ты the first of the three | 
day Okyoberiest where people! 

ed, bv eight! 

d. German| 


‘will be ,entertai 
| German bai Ч 


folk dancing huhplattlers) 
in, the 1,800-seat!. Biergarien.” 
said Lee Phi ktoberfest | 


;chairman. "Programs аге free! 
‘along with free parking." be 
added. - sé: 


the ElishofGerman Band from! 
Marshall. Il. will sound out! 
“with” blasmusik- and: other fa | 


d 
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Vigo County Publlc Library 


vorites; ' Elshoff's Band also 
entertained last year. 

The final Oktoberfest dance 
will start at 9 p.m. in the 
Fest. Hall, with music featured 
by the famous, Franz Klaber 
German | Band rom ‘Hamilton, 
“Ohio. ıe Kl is fi 
mous, for. its Y 

sic and à performed for 

stivals in Ohio.” Kentucky and 
iana. ` 
The Germ: 
Club. Sponsor 
«will again serv 
and beverage | 
celebration. 

Advance tickel 
Fest dances are 
| Pipe ‘Rack at He 
[раша ce Boulevard’ Beverage at 
м dows Center "Lawn and 

arden Center at West Terre 
Haute, Paige' Music “Store 
downtown, Bierstube, Restau- 
rant and from any Oberlander 
Club member.  _.._... 


2 Oberlander, 


"for the two! 
| sale at the 


RHEINGOLD BAND — The Terre Haute Oktoberfest slated for Sept. 24-25 and Oct. 1-2, at the 
Vigo County Fairgrounds, will feature two fest-hall dances. The Rheingold Band will play on 
Saturday, Sept. 25, beginning at 9 p.m. at the 4-H Exhibit Hall, “Hofbraeuhuus.” The festival, 
sponsored by the local German Oberlandler Club, will also include German and American 


foods, craft booths and free entertainment. 


14 Musical Groups 


Ready. for Festival 


erp 

Ein Prosit 
Gemuetlichkeit ` will be a song 
often heard during the Terre 
Haute Oktoberfést slated for 
Sept. .24-25 and Oct. 1-2, at the 
Vigo County Fairgrounds. 

The German Oberlandler 
Club has engaged 14 musical 
groups for the festival. Most of 
them are authentic German 
bands who have performed at 
many German festivals. To 
enhance the German at- 
mosphere are the Bavarian 
Schuhplattlers. and the 
Oberlandler's own dancing 
group. 

Two fest-hall dances. will be 
held each Saturday. beginning 
at 9 p.m.. at the 4-H Exhibit 


1976 
der | Hall. "Hofbraeuhaus. The 


Rheingold Band will play Satur- 
day. Sept. 25. and the Otto 
Schuiz German Band will 
provide music on Oct. 2. 
Tickets may be obtained for 
either dance from any 
Oberlandler Club member or at 
the Oberlandler Clubhouse. 
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1616 Lafayette Ave . or at The 
Pipe Rack Honey Creek 
Square. Walter's Downtown 
Bakery. 679 Wabash Ave.: 
Bohn's Auto Parks, 1605 
Wabash Ave Boulevard 
Beverage Center. 2501 Ohio 
Blvd.. and the Lawn and 
Garden Tractor Co.. 815 W: 
National Ave., West Terre 
Haute. і 

Free gate and parking and 
free Biergarten entertainment 
is also offered during the Î 
festival 


ERENCE 
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Oktoberfest Gates Open 
[Tonight at Fairground 


Today at 5 p.m. the gates of 
the Vigo County Fairgrounds 
will be open and the fourth an- 
nual Oktoberfest, ponsored by 
ithe German Oberlandler Club, 
[will be under way. ~ 
| Jim Attmore, general 
‘chairman, noted that admission 
to the grounds, parking and 
free Biergarten entertainment 
will be available for everyone. 

The Hans Rieser Polka Band 
will play in the Biergarten, and 
the traditional first beer keg 
will be tapped by officials of 
the German Oberlandler Club. 

Many food booths will be 
open in the Biergarten area and 
the aroma of bratwurst, 
sauerkraut, and German potato 
salad, will guide the visitors to 
the Oberlandler tent. 

The Biergarten will have 
1.200 seats available to take 
care of the many visitors. Fest- 
goers may also walk through 
the Biergarten to view many 
display stands. The 
Oberlandler booth will display 
German imports, beersteins, 
tyrolean hats, and many other 
items. 

At 9 p.m. the Waterloo 
German band, a four-piece 
band from Waterloo, Ill, will 
play polkas, waltzes and “Stim- 
.mungsmusik" (music to sing 
; along) until midnight. 

: On Saturday, the gates will 
open at 9 a.m. The flag 
ceremonies will begin at 11 


| a.m., with the North Vigo High ! 


| School Band and the Boy Scouts 
of America participating. 


At 11:30 a.m. the local “Old; 


Fashions Band" will play, and 

‚ a banjo player will fill in during 

| intermissions. 

| German food will he served 
at all times at the Oberlandler 
tent, along with American and 
international food items, 

Beginning at 2:30 p.m., the 

scheduled program will include 
the introduction of dignitaries 
and at 2:45 p.m. the St. Louis 
Schuhplattler will perform and 
will appear every two-hours 
during the afternoon and even- 
ing. 
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Afternoon bands will include 

the “St. Louis Alpine Kapelle", 
a four-piece polka band, begin- 
ning at 3 p.m. Fred Klein, àf 
concertina player from 
Lafayette, Ind., will also play 
during the afternoon. 
+ At 3:30 p.m. the Happiness 
Bag Players will present a! 
show for the children, and 
helicopter and amusement 
rides are available for young 
and old alike. 

From 6 to 10 p.m., the Hans 
Rieser Polka Band will enter- 
tain in the Biergarten followed | 
by Rudi and Son of Clinton. 

The highlight of the day, the | 
fest-hall dance, will feature the 
well know four-piece Rheingold 
German Band of Louisville, 

y. 

Dancing will begin at 9 p.m. 
at the 4-H Exhibit Building, 
called the “Hofbraeuhaus.” 

Advance tickets may be ob- 
tained at the Oberlandler booth 
in the Biergarten area, for 


commun 


Bohn's Auto Parts, 1605 
P Ave.; Boulevard 
from any Oberlandler member, Blvd. “ahd Hes Rt Marien 
HN Clubhouse, | Tractor Co., 815 W. National 
afayette Ave., or at the Avv., West Terre Н 

The Pipe Rack, Honey Creek D kd menn 

Square; Walter's Downtown 
/ Bakery, 679 Wabash Ave.; 


Tickets are also available 
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BEGIN THE MUSIC — The Hans Rieser Polka Band will 


kickoff the fourth annual Oktoberfest, sponsored by the German 
Oberlandler Club, Friday evening in the Biergarten at the 
festival. Gates to the Vigo County Fairgrounds will open at ` 
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p.m. and German, American and international foods will be 
available for the festival crowd. Amusement and helicopter 
rides, craft booths, free entertainment, and two dances will also 
be offered during the Oktoberfest, Sept. 24-25 and Oct. 1-2. 
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OBERLANDLER OFFICERS — Officers of the local German Oberlandlers’ Club, recently 
assuming office, include, clockwise from the lower left, Berlyn Perkins, president; Wilburn 
Ennen, vice president; Jack Smith, vice president; Ralph Trout, treasurer, and Fred Harris, 
secretary. N House of Photography Photo 
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT — The Frances Sanders Memorial Scholarship is awarded an- 
nually by the membership of the Terre Haute German Oberlander Club. This year's recipient 
is William Powell. 1414 S. 6th St. Powell. center. received the honor from John Phillips. club 
president. lett. Pauline Mobley. chairman of the scholarship committee, right, also attended 
the presentation. Powell. an Indiana State University junior majoring и’ the German 


language. is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Кеирке. former Terre Hauteans now residing in 


Florida (Photo by Chaney) 8 001 $9 їз! 


dE EU NEL 


First annual Strassenfest 


scheduled 


d duos 

The first annual Strassenfest 
("street festival") sponsored 
by the Oberlander Club and the 
Terre Haute Downtown Busi- 

| ness Association is to be held 

| along Wabash Avenue May 5 

| and 6. It will be held in conjunc- 

‚ tion with the Tony Hulman 
Classic, according to Lee 

| Phifer, Oberiander Club public- 
ity chairman. 

The Oberlanders have a May 
Festival each year, said Phifer, 
and the Downtown Business As- 
sociation asked the group if it 
would be interested in moving 
the festival downtown. 

“We have worked four 
months planning the Strassen- 
fest,” said Steve Owens, DBA 
president. “We thought if it 
could be moved downtown 
more people could come.” 

For the festival, Wabash Av- 
enue from Sixth to Seventh 
Street will be blocked off with 
picnic tables Phifer said. Local 
merchants will have sidewalk 


hg 
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sales and store personnel will 
dress in German costumes. 

The Oberlander Club will 
have a tent in the vacant lot 
next to the First National Bank 
with a “choice of the 
brewmeisters art” and German 
food. 

Music for the Strassenfest 
will be provided by five bands 
including the Rudi & Sohn 
Band, the Hans Rieser Polka 
Band, Edleweiss Duo, the Dop- 
pele Adlers and the St. Louis- 
Blas Kappelle. 

The Strassenfest originated 
in small German towns. After 
the spring planting, farmers 
would come into town to cele- 
brate and shopkeepers would 
welcome them, Phifer ex- 
plained. 

The purpose of the Oberlan- 
ders is to “foster and per- 
petuate the Old World customs 
of food, drink, music and 
dance" which is accomplished 
through the festivals, some of 


Ma 
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which are still practiced in the 
Old World countries? 

Phifer added that for the 
Strassenfest ‘‘We have the sup- 
port of local civic and gov- 
ernmental leaders, business 


leaders and other associations 
that seek to promote the Terre 
Haute area...” 
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CARRYING ON THE TRADITION — Mayor William J. Brighton, left, chats with Dan Smith, 
center, a junior Oberlander who carries on the traditions of the Oberlander Club with parents 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Smith. This year the club and the Terre Haute Downtown Business 
Association will co-sponsor a Street Festival during the first week of May. The club is also. 
being aided by the city administration, Chamber of Commerce and the Park Departmeht. 


ill ducted for a two-period along Wabash' Avenue. 
Festivities will be conduc ю-ре Е ET os 
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Mrs. Hull 


By BRYAN TAYLOR 
Tribune-Star Writer 
Mary Fendrich Hulman received an 
honorary membership in the Terre 
Haute German Oberlandler Club Friday 
for her support of community affairs. 
A pin, an Oktoberfest souvenir book, 
and an Oktoberfest pail were presented 
to Mrs. Hulman by Lee Phifer, general 
chairman of Oktoberfest, and by Berlyn 
Perkins, Oberlandler Club president. 
Mrs. Hulman, wife of the late Anton 
“Tony” Hulman Jr., is familar with th» 
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German traditions and customs the 
Oberlandler Club works to preserve 
through its festival. 

In 1850, Mrs. Hulman's family, on the 
Fendrich side, came to the United States 
from Germany. 

"As a girl, I spoke German and I 
wrote German script," Mrs. Hulman 
said. “Now all I can say is “danke schon 
(thank you)," she laughed. 

Dressed in a blue and white dress, 
colors of the Oberlandler Club, Mrs. 
Hulman said her late husband also had a 
German heritage and he also spoke the 
language when he was young. 

On a visit to Germany, Mrs. Hulman 
noted, she found the Bavarian Alps to be 
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one of the most appealing parts of the 
country because of the scenery. 

Mary Hulman was selected for the 
club'shonor'' . because she is a person 
who has showed ongoing concern for the 
community," Phifer said. 

“The Hulman family has been a tradi- 
tion of Terre Haute and its members 
have never forgotton the community,” 
Phifer continued. “Mrs. Hulman will 
carry on the family traditions,” he 
added. 

In addition to supporting her late 
husband in his many civic endeavors, 
Mrs. Hulman has been active in numer- 
ous community activities including the 
Swope Art Gallery and the Visiting 
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According to Phifer, other persons 
who have received honorary member- 
ships since the Oktoberfest was started 
in 1973 have included: Tony Hulman; 
Rudy Bohinc, an active club member; 
the late Ralph Tucker, former mayor, 
and Marsee Cox, former editor of the 
Terre Haute Tribune and of the Tribune- | 
Star. 


The sixth annual Oktoberfest will take 
place at the Vigo County Fairgrounds 
two weekends, September 29-30 and Oc- | 
tober 6-7 Food, folk dancers, and Ger- 
man music will be some of the highlights | 
of the festival. 
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Honorary Membership 


Mary Fendrich Hulman, widow of Terre Haute philan- 
thropist Anton Hulman Jr., accepted honorary member- 
ship with the Terre Haute German Oberlander Club 
Friday. Mrs. Hulman received a pin and Oktoberfest pail 
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from Larry Lidster of the Terre Haute Area Chamber of. 
Commerce, left, Lee Phifer and Oberlander Club presi- 
dent Berlyn Perkins, right. 
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Oktoberfest is really Gemuetlichkeit 
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Oktoberfest crowd 


Thousands of area residents traveled to the Vigo County Fairgrounds Friday and 

Saturday to enjoy the dhnua! Oktoberfest. German food, bands, craft booths and the 

Biergarten will re-open Friday for the second weekend of the annual event. 
House of Photography 


The first weekend of the sixth 
annual Terre Haute 
Oktoberfest was a success, ac- 
cording to a report from the 
sponsoring German Ob- 

, whose mem- 
bers converted the Fairgrounds 
south of the city into an ‘‘old 
world setting" to receive 
thousands of participants. 

Lee Phifer, general chair- 
man, reported, “From the 
opening of the Castle Gate on 
Friday evening to the sweet 
strains of 'Auf Wiedersehn' on 
Saturday evening, literally 
thousands responded warmly in 
the mutual enjoyment of food 
and drink, singing, dancing and 
the general merriment of the 
first two days of the four-day 
festival. 

The other two days of the 
annual event are next Friday 
and Saturday. 

Club members note that 
“Gemuetlichkeit is a word Deu- 
thschlanders long ago devised, 


combining the warmth of spirit | 


and thoughts with the glow of 
good fellowship in the physical 
comforts of good food, drink, 
music in a festive atmosphere. 

They add, “ People found 
that the Terre Haute 
Oktoberfest is really 
Gemuetlichkeit! '' 

Phifer continued, “A wide 
spectrum of entertainment— 
with the family unit in mind— 
was à major reason for the 
large attendance." 

He pointed out that five 
Bavarian-style bands played 


continuous music in the | 


Biergarten while festivity 
abounded everywhere. 

And, he said, ''The 
Oberlandler Club members in- 
vite all to attend next weekend, 
Oct. 6-7, at the Fairgrounds, 


south of Terre Haute alongside | 


U.S. 41." 


Terre Haute and Hoosier hos 
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Terre Haute a; Hoosier hospi- 
tality were to be seen by up to 70 
million German viewers Monday 
night as a German broadcast crew 
compiled ample film footage and 
interviews in Pride City over the 
weekend. 

Lee Phifer, an active promoter of 
numerous Terre Haute events includ- 
ing the German Oberlandler Club's 
Oktoberfest, was an impromptu host 
for the broadcast team that included 
correspondent/producer Dirk Sager. 

Coverage will include the motor- 
cycle road race conducted at Fair- 
banks Park Saturday and Sunday, 
downtown renovation efforts includ- 
ing the Sixth Street Demonstration 
Project, shots of various neighbor- 
hoods and interviews of citizens, 
mayoral candidates Pete Chalos and 
Larry Lidster and local businessmen. 

Phifer said the men were im- 
pressed with the city and Hoosier 
hospitality. 

“Dirk Sager told me," Phifer said. 
““Well, now 1 know what Hoosier 
Hospitality is all about.” 

Interviews centered on the U.S. 
economy, inflation, SALT II nego- 
tiations, national and international 


political problems and the gasoline 
situation. 

“They wanted to have views from 
people in a Mid-America city,” 
Phifer said. “German people are 
very interested in America and how 
we feel about current events.” 

Saturday morning was spent at the 
motorcycle race and the rest of Satur- 
a was spent touring the city. Phifer 
said. 


"They wanted to see the poor 
neighborhoods, middle neighborhoods 
and the more well-to-do neighbor- 
hoods," Phifer said. 

Saturday night featured an evening 
at the Bierstube, one of Terre Haute's 
German restaurants, While there, the 


pitality 


1979 
by Germán Tolavision. viewers 


broadcast team met Sister Cathy of 
St. Mary-of-the-Woods College, who 
is a member of the Indiana Arts 
Commission. 

Phifer's tour included stops at the 
women's college, along with Indiana 
State University and Rose-Hulman 
Institute of Technology. 

The film report was to be aired at 
9 p.m. Monday on a show called Huett 
Journal, which means today's journal 
in English. 

Phifer said acting as host to the 
foreign visitors was a ''great ex- 
perience” and ‘I’m sure the resi- 
dents of Terre Haute can be proud of 
the impression they made to them 
and will make to the German peo- 
ple." 
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Oktoberfest | 
continues thi 


Festivitiés continue. ridky ‘a and 
Saturday for the 10th annual 
Oktoberfest at the Wabash Valley 
Fairgrounds after record-setting 
attendance during the first week- 
end. 

Sponsored by the Terre Haute 
German Oberlandler Club, the 
*Gemuetlichkeit" tradition con- 
tinues in the event's second week- 
end. “Gemouetlichkeit” is a word 
Deutschlanders long ago devised 
to express the combination of 
warm spirit and thoughts with the 
glow of good fellowship in a festive 
environment filled with good food, 
drink and music. 

At 4 p.m. Friday, more than 67 
food, drink and arts and crafts 
booths will open along with a 
carnival and a youth soccer tour- 
nament. In addition to the tradi- 
tional German menu of bratwurst, 
potato salad, sauerkraut, pigs' 
knuckles and different style des- 
serts, a variety of American foods 
will be available. 

Jay Fox's Polka Band from Fort 
Wayne will play in the biergarten 
from 5 to 8 p.m. From 8 p.m. until 
midnight, Pat Auberry’s Polka 
Band from St. Louis will entertain 
visitors. The Rheingold German 
Band from Louisville will play in 
the festhalle from 8 p.m. to mid- 
night. 

Saturday, activities commence 
at noon. Music begins with the 
Edelweiss Duo playing in the 
biergarten from 1 to 5 p.m. The 
Fox and Auberry bands will play 
from 5 p.m. to 1 a.m. in the 
biergarten. 

The festhalle has  Ellshof's 
Alpine Music from 3 to 6 p.m., 
Rudy's Polka Band from 6 to 9 
p.m. and iffe Rheingold group 
from 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Also Saturday, Heiken's Ger- 
man Puppet Show will be pres- 
ented in the festhalle at 2:45, 3:45, 
4:45 and 5:45 p.m. And, the St. 
Louis “Frohliche” Schuhplattlers 
(old world dancing) are scheduled 
for 2:45, 4:45 and 6:45 p.m. in the 
biergarten and at 8:45 and 9:45 
p.m. in the festhalle. 

A beer drinking contest is slated 
for 5:45 p.m. and a polka dancing 
contest for 7:45 p.m. in the 
biergarten. 


Funds raised at the Oktoberfest 


will help support two annual schol- 
arships at Indiana State Univer- 
sity and Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology as well as for other 
projects throughout the year. 
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By Jan Chait 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A 35-piece German brass band is 
coming to Terre Haute in Septem- 
ber as part of the German 
Oberlandler Club's Oktoberfest cel- 
ebration and in honor of the an- 
niversary of the first German settle- 
ment in America 300 years ago. 

“The United States is a multi- 
cultural nation which also has a 
little bit of Germany in it,” Ruth 
Reichmann, vice president for the 
Indiana tricentennial commission, 
said. 

She referred to the country as a 
"fabric made up of many strands 

. and one of those strands is 
German." 

It is estimated that 28 percent of 
all Americans claim some sort of 
German heritage, Eberhard Re- 
ichmann, professor of German at 
Indiana University, said. 

Reichmann recalled various an- 
niversaries involving Germany, in- 
cluding the birth of Martin Luthur 
900 years ago, the deaths of Karl 


Oberlandlers joirt 
tricentennial ao 


Marx and Richard Wagner 100 years 
ago and, what he termed 
"Germany's darkest hour,” the rise 
of Adolf Hitler to power 50 years 
ago. 

“Of all these anniversaries,” he 
said, “one of the most significant is 
the landing of the first German 
group in the United States" on Oct. 
6, 1683. 

On that date, 13 Mennonite fami- 
lies sailing on the Concord, also 
known as the “German May- 
flower," arrived in the United 
States. Those families founded Ger- 
mantown, Pa., Reichmann said. 


John Phillips, president of Terre 
Haute's Oberlandler Club, said 
plans call for a number of activities, 
including an exhibit at the His- 
torical Society in August, art ex- 
hibits at Swope Gallery, plays, mu- 
sic and food. 


The local tricentennial com- 
mission, Jeff Schrink and Paul 
Pfister, chairmen, is a link in a 
chain which reaches all the way to 
the national level and to Germany, 
Mrs. Reichmann said. 
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By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Polka music drifted out from 
under the large blue-and-white 
Striped tent, while ^eneath the 
canvas people of all ages sat at 
brown picnic tables and ate 
bratwurst, sauerkraut 3nd German 
potato salad Thursday. 

The spot was the corner of Wabash 
Avenue and Sixth Street. It was the 
first day of the annual three-day 
Strassenfest festival. Many adults 
sipped beer drawn from kegs in one 
end of the tent. Last year, an 
estimated 10,000 people attended the 
festival and consumed hundreds of 
pounds of food washed down with 42 
kegs of beer. 


“That's about half the beer that's 
drunk at the Oktoberfest,” said 
festival publicity chairman Fred 
Rusch of the local O Club. 
a group of 200 German-Americans 
who put on the local bash. Rusch was 
standing just outside the tent next to 
a tub of charcoal cooking a spitful of 
what locals call smokey brats. 

Sixth Street had been roped off as 
usual for street dancing and 
lederhosen-clad Jay Fox squeezed 
his accordian with gusto. Play as he 
did, no dancers appeared on the rain- 
soaked streets. Heavy rain during 
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the afternoon and evening had kept 
the crowd sparse for opening-night 
activities. v м 

"People keeping these ethnic 
festivals going is great," Jay said 
just before climbing into a covered 
bandstand to perform. The Fort 
Wayne resident — a four-time na- 
tional accordian champion — said 
Strassenfest had opened his outside 
season for the year. р 

“If you look hard enough and are 
willing to travel a bit, you can find 
an ethnic festival like this 
somewhere most weekends," said 
Fox, who gave up a classical music 
career to play ethnic music, 
especially German music, for a 
living. 


Tribune-Star/Craig Johnson 
Good food: Dennis Foster adds more bratwurst to brazier 


(xerman music fills 
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German 51:8 music, 
bratwurst and beer will be 
mixed with а traditional 
American feast — football — 
this weekend in Vigo County. 

The annual Oktoberfest, 
sponsored by the German Ob- 
erlandler Club, gets under way 
today at the Wabash Valley 
Fairgrounds, U.S. 41 South. The 
festival features live music, food 
and polka dancing, and con- 
tinues Saturday and Friday and 
Saturday, Sept. 14 and 15. 


Lee P ifer, member - 
ember, ai 
as been spent on entertain- 
ment for the four-night festival, 
including some of the top ethnic 
bands in the Midwest. Among 
the performers are the Polidor 
German Band of Chicago, Pat 
Auberry’s Polka Band from St. 
Louis, the Die Knappers of 
Indianapolis, Chicago’s 
Edelweiss Schuh lattlers, Die 
Doppel Adler Musikanten of 
Indianapolis, Jay Fox's German 
Band from Fort Wayne and 
Hans Reiser Internationals of 
Indianapolis. Also performing 
are Rudi's Polka Band of Clin- 
ton, German puppets by 
Heikens of Evansville and 


` Terre Haute magician Jack 


Brewer. 

Oktoberfest opens at 4 p.m. 
today, with Rudis Polka Band 
(5 p.m.) and Polidor German 
Band (8 p.m.) appearing in the 
Biergarten, and Pat Auberry's 
Polka Band (8 p.m.) performing 
at the Festhalle. 

On Saturday, a youth soccer 
tournament involving 40 teams 
from the Midwest gets under 
way in the morning and con- 
cludes Sunday. The festival 
opens at noon. Saturday enter- 
tainment in the Biergarten in- 


, пех 


2 - ie Die” Knappers (1 
p.m.), the Schuhplattlers (three 
performances beginning at 2:45 
p.m.), Pat Auberry's Polka Band 
(5 p.m.) and Rudi's Polka Band 
(9 p.m.). In the Festhalle Satur- 
day will be Heiken's Puppet 
Show (four performances from 
2:45 to 5:45 p.m.), the 
Schuhplattlers (8:45 p.m.) and 
the Polidor German Band (9 
p.m.) 

Admission to the festival is 
$1. All entertainment is free. 

Meanwhile, big football 
rivalries are renewed this 
weekend when Terre Haute 
North Vigo High School takes on 
South on Friday (7:30 p.m. 
Memorial Stadium), followed on 
Saturday by the Indiana 
State/Eastern Illinois college 


contest (also at Memorial . 


Stadium, 1:30 p.m.). 

South has a commanding 10-3 
lead in the intra-city prep series, 
but North has won two of the 
last three contests, including an 
exciting 28-21 game last year. 

Indiana State was a big win- 
ner in its 1984 football opener 
here last week against Wayne 
State. The Sycamores are 
ranked No. 1 in the NCAA 
Division I-AA poll. Their oppo- 
nents this week, Eastern Il- 
linois' Panthers, were also im- 
pressive winners last week, and 
are ranked in the top 20. 

Other games of Merest find 
Омей Valley at West Vigo, 

ugger/Union at North Central, 
Sul ivan at Northview (Brazil) 
and, in their season openers, 
Marshall visits Paris. 

For a list of additional ac- 
tivities in the area in upcoming 
weeks, turn to page 4 of this 
section. 
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German music fills 


air this w 
87. Qd 


German oompah music, 
bratwurst and beer will be 
mixed with a traditional 
American feast — football — 
this weekend in Vigo County. 

The annual Oktoberfest, 
sponsored by the German Ob- 
erlandler Club, gu under way 
today at the Wabash Valley 
Fairgrounds, U.S. 41 South. The 
festival features live music, food 
and polka dancing, and con- 
tinues Saturday and Friday and 
Saturday, Sept. 14 and 15. 


Lee Phifer, member - 
Alan tilub member. se ЕНК, 

as been spent on entertain- 
ment for the four-night festival, 
including some of the top ethnic 
bands in the Midwest. Among 
the performers are the Polidor 
German Band of Chicago, Pat 
Auberry's Polka Band from St. 
Louis, the Die Knappers of 
Indianapolis, Chicago's 
Edelweiss Schuhplattlers, Die 
Doppel Adler Musikanten . of 
Indianapolis, Jay Fox's German 
Band from Fort Wayne and 
Hans Reiser Internationals of 
Indianapolis. Also performing 
are Rudi's Polka Band of Clin- 
ton, German puppets by 
Heiken's of Evansville and 
Terre Haute magician Jack 
Brewer. 

Oktoberfest opens at 4 p.m. 
today, with Rudi's Polka Band 
(5 p.m.) and Polidor German 
Band (8 p.m.) appearing in the 
Biergarten, and Pat Auberry's 
Polka Band (8 p.m.) performing 
at the Festhalle. 

On Saturday, a youth soccer 
tournament involving 40 teams 
from the Midwest gets under 
.way in the morning and con- 
cludes Sunday. The festival 
opens at noon. Saturday enter- 
tainment in the Biergarten in- 


week i File 
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<, next 
cludes the Die Knappers (1 
p.m.), the Schuhplattlers (three 
performances beginning at 2:45 
p.m.), Pat Auberry’s Polka Band 
(5 p.m.) and Rudi’s Polka Band 
(9 p.m.). In the Festhalle Satur- 
day will be Heiken’s Puppet 
Show (four performances from 
2:45 to 5:45 p.m.), the 
Schuhplattlers (8:45 p.m.) and 
the Polidor German Band (9 
p.m.) 

Admission to the festival is 
$1. All entertainment is free. 

Meanwhile, big football 
rivalries are renewed this 
weekend when Terre Haute 
North Vigo High School takes on 
South on Friday (7:30 p.m. 
Memorial Stadium), followed on 
Saturday by the Indiana 
State/Eastern Illinois college 
contest (also at Memorial 
Stadium, 1:30 p.m.). 

South has a commanding 10-3 
lead in the intra-city prep series, 
but North has won two of the 
last three contests, including an 
exciting 28-21 game last year. 

Indiana State was a big win- 
ner in its 1984 football opener 
here last week against Wayne 
State. The Sycamores are 
ranked No. 1 in the NCAA 
Division I-AA poll. Their oppo- 
nents this week, Eastern Il- 
linois’ Panthers, were also im- 
pressive winners last week, and 
are ranked in the top 20. 

Other games of interest find 
Owen Valley at West Vigo, 
Dugger/Union at North Central, 
Sullivan at Northview (Brazil) 
and, in their season openers, 
Marshall visits Paris. 

For a list of additional ac- 
tivities in the area in upcoming 
weeks, turn to page 4 of this 
section. 
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Фаза, AUCTION The annual Noon Optimist Club Break fast Auction is one of the main a ЯУ the club's 
Clothe-A-Child campaign, Shown at S auction are, from left, Chet Burkeybyle, auctioneer and club member; Ken-. 
neth E. Borders, president; Keith Frohde, and Robert Kellems, board memhers. Es Martin Photo. 


"By GARY SCHNEIDER 
Tribune Staff Writer 


“Friend of the Youth.” 
This is the motto of the Opti- 
mist International and of the 


Club. 

The club, which meets weekly 
at noon on Wednesdays in the 
Aero Room of the Terre Haute 
House, is truly a friend of the 
youth as it sponsors and initi- 
ates many projects to aid the 
youth. The annual Clothe-A- 
“Child campaign, the best known 
project of the club, is an out- 
Standing example. 

The Terre Haute Noon Opti- 
/ mist Club was organized in 1934 
;by a group of local business and 

< professional men led by Carl 


‘during Christmas working on 

ithe project. 

Terre Haute Noon Optimist; 
gun beatles ДЫ; dt 


‘ditional means for supporting 


song “Oh Johnny, Oh Johnny") 
was the first celebrity ever to 
work for the Mile of Dimes. She 
was in Terre Haute for one week 


Although the Mile of Dimes 
was always well supported, ad- 


the campaign were needed so 
that more children could be 
aided. 

In 1949, under President Dr. 
Edward Reiss, the club held its 
first auction breakfast for the 
campaign. Local merchants ana tography contest,- ping pong 
club members donated prizes, tournaments, Bicycle Safety 
toys and materials which were| Week, bowling leagues, the Babe 
sold at a public auction. For the|Ruth baseball team, a biddy 
first auction, the Beech Nut basketball team for the Boys’ 
Chewing Tobacco Co. made a Club, Golden Gloves boxing, the 
special giant package of chew- Rifle Club, the Glee Club, a soap 


"Stahl of the old Stahl Urban ing tobacco exclusively for the box derby, the Junior Optimist 


“Manufacturing Co. With the aid 
*.of the Indianapolis club, the club 

gained popularity rapidly and 
‚ soon was chartered by Optimist 
. International. 


S On October 5, 1934, the local! 


event. Mavor Ralph Tucker and Club and the annual Noon Opti- 
Anton Hulman Jr. bid furiously mist oratorical contest. : 
for the package, and Hulman . Each Optimist Club in the city 


;ended up the winner, buying the holds an oratorical contest year- 


package for $100. ly and picks a winner from that 
Hulman then gave the tobacco the clubs in the zone then com- 


«group petitioned Optimist Inter-!to William Schricker, then gov- pele for honors at à zone con- 


National for a charter in Terre 
wHaute. The first board of gover- 
= пог; included Judge Albert 
«wens, James Probst, Н. L. 


pPixd-Dr. -dwazd—Reiss,..Ledn: 


Lewis? on T. Wolfred, Jerry 
iJ. Blocksom and J. Alfred 
“Thompson, : 

“W. The first few years regular 
“attendance was low, but the club 
-eventuallv grew enough to ex- 
¿pard to the present four Opti- 
¿mist Clubs now in Terre Haute. 
71 Опе of the first club projects 


-for youth was the establishment| 


of a cabin north of the city on 
“the Rosedale Road in 1938 where 
high school students could go 
have a snack and listen to a 
“ике box. The cabin located 


pe, from Forest Park, lasted 


ntil 1940 when attendance 


slowed. and the project was: 


dropped. 
| Child Project Started 
In 1935, under president Al 
“Thompson, the most popular 
Project of the club, the annual 
«Clothe-A-Child campaign, was 
"started. In order to fund the 
“project, the annual Mile of 
Dimes campaign during the 
“Christmas season was started 
Soon after. 
= In the first years of the 
= Clothe-A-Child project, less than 
225 children were clothed each 
.year, but as new projects for 
raising money were put into ef- 
=. fect bv the Noon Optimist Club, 
the number of children aided 
annuallv was increased and last 
t year over 600 children were ful- 


ernor of Indiana. The Noon Op- test. The winner of the zone 
timits. in a gesture of goodwill. competition enters the state con- 
then donated a brass spitoon to test in May at the state conven- 
the governor to go with the to- tion. The state winner then com- 
bacco. le : s.c. jpetes.in. national and interna- 
© Direct Mail Request ` tional competition to determiné 

inca the Optimist International Ora- 

Eu zc Clothe.A-Chid torical Contest winner. Louis 
campaign is the annual direct Britton, 16, a junior at Schulte 
Е : Е iHigh School, was chosen the win- 
mail request. With the Mile ofj, f the № Optimist Club’ 
[Dim es, the auction breakfast|er 0! the Noon Optimist Club's 
and the direct mail request, the аа ага von a 
; e Terre Haute House. ota 

club raises over $1,000 annually MÉ fe ren youn) commeled in lus 


for the project. , test 
An early Optimist project for УФА $ Contest. 


youth was a club movement to 
Study juvenile delinquency and 
laid many boys who had been 
jin trouble with the law. Everett 
Spence and Dr. Edward Reese 
|headed a group working in con- 


District Officers 


Two Optimists from the local 
noon club went on to become of- 
ficers of the district. In 1938, 
past president James Culp suc- 
ceeded W. Bernard Rogers, Can- 


‘junction with the Juvenile De-jton Ohio, a governor of the 
partment of the Vigo County district. William Shaker of the 
Circuit Court to help rehabili-ilocal club was elected district 
itate the juveniles. Under the governor т 1951 after serving as 
‘program, 16 delinauent boy silt. governor in 1950. When Shak- 
were placed under the direct su- er was governor, the local dis- 
pervision of Optimist members trict was acclaimed the number 
‘rather than sending them to а опе district in Optimist Interna- 
reformatory, It has been esti- tional. 
imated that the one-year project | Shaker is also remembered as 
saved the county $16,000 by one who helped in the formation 
keeping the boys out of a re-|of the Evening Optimist Club. 
formatory. А Many members were finding it 
Another project the club sup- difficult to attend noon luncheon 
ported was the building of the|meetings, so Shaker suggested 
Girl Scout Camp at Poland, Ind. |the formation of another club in 
A local show and public sub. the city which would hold eve- 
scriptions provided most of the ning meetings. The idea caucht 
money for the materials used to on rapidly and soon a second 
build the camp. Labor was do- Optimist Club was formed in 
| rated by local labor unions and Terre Haute. 
much of the material was sup-| The activities of the club are 


ly clothed by the club at a cost | plied by a local brick company 
of over $12,000. — 'and several local lumber com- 
The Mile of Dimes was the panies. The completed camp 
-first project to be started exclu-|was dedicated on July, 1954, 
‚ sively to provide funds for the with many local officials, scout: 
* Clothe-A-Child campaign. The officials and optimist officers on 
dime line is set up annually at|hand. The Terre Haute Shrine 
6% St. and Wabash Ave, during| Band and the Terre Haute 
the Christmas shopping season Shrine Drum Corps entertained 
and everyone wishing to donate at the ceremony. The total cost 
is welcome to put their dimesjof the camp was over $100,000. 
“on the sidewalk to help in the! Other worthwhile projects the 
Clothe-A-Child campaign. "club has supported include a 


based on the promises of the 
Optimist International Creed 
which is recited at every meet-| 
ing. The creed tells the Optimist 
to “Promise Yourself 

“TO be sò strong that noth- 
ing can disturb your peace of 
mind. 

“TO talk health, happiness- 
and prosperity to every person- | 
you meet. 

“TO make all your friends 
feel that there is something in 


of everything and make your 
oplimism come true. 

“TO think only of the best, 
to work only for the best and 
to expect oniy the best. 


"TO be just as enthusiastic 
about the success of others as 
you are about your oun. . 

“TO forget the mistakes of 
“the past and press on to the | 
greater achievements of the 
future. : 3 

*TO wear a cheerful coun- 
tenance at all times and give 
every living creature you | 
meet a smile. | 


“TO give so much time to | 
the improvement of yourself 
that you have no time to criti- 
cize others. 

“TO be too large for worry, 
too noble for anger, too strong 
for fear, and too happy to per- 
mit the presence of trouble.” 


Past presidents of the Terre 
Haute Noon Optimist Club are: | 

1934 Car! Stahl 

1935 Al Thompson 

1936 James Culp М 

1937 Harry Blocksom 

1938 «Charles Schukai 
...1939 Dale Purcell Fa 

1939 Dr. Edward Reiss _, {| 


1940- Elmer. Underwood 
1940 Ed Conley 


1941 Bert Williams 


` 1942 Clande Modesitt 
1942 Frank R. Miller 


1943 Frank Bland 
1944 Frank Bland 
1945 Judge Ed Everett 
1946 Verne Plenge 
1947 Dan Vogel 
1948 R. W. McCray 
1949: William Shaker 
1950 Stewart Martin 
1951 Robert Coates 
1952 Wier Dick Kirk 
1953 Sam Fine . i 
1954 Clyde Rice 
1955 Frank Peebles 
1956 Karl Threlkeld 
1957 Dr. Angelo Meneghini 
1958 James W. Lewis 
1959 Charles E. Blandford 
1960 W. L. Smith 
“1961 Don Coverstone 
` 1962 John Е. Dersch 
1963 . Robert Compton 
1964 Frank Callahan 
1965 Ralph Sparks Jr. 
1966 John A. Kesler 
1967 Glenn Staggs 
1968 Kenneth Borders 
New officers chosen this week 
are, Gene Jarvis, president; Dr. 


Earl J. Zwick, first vice presi- 
dent; Don Brooks, second vice 


president; Bill Milburn, secre- 
tary, and Kendall ‘Hayhurst, 
treasurer. 


With the annual Clothe-A-Child 
campaign and numerous other 
projects to aid youth in the com- 
munity, the Terre Haute Noon 
Optimist Club truly lives up 


In 1948 well known singer Bon- bird house building contest, a 
nie Baker (who recorded the model airplane contest, a pho- 


them. 
*TO look at the sunny side 


the slogan, "Friend of the 
Youth.” 
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ki OFFICERS— Present officers of the Terre Haute Noon Optimist Club are, seated, from left, Kenneth E. Borders, presi. | 

© dent; Wilbert E. Jarvis, first vice president; Dr. Earl J. Zwick, second vice president; William P. Milburn, secretary, and 
Glenn Staggs, board member. Other members of the board include, standing, from left, Frank Peebles, Arthur Dawdy, 

1 Robert Kellems, Don Brooks, Bill Thompson, Keith Lee and Charles Blanford. EN Martin Photo. 


PAST PRESIDENTS—Past Presidents of the Terre Haute Noon Optimist Club were honored earlier this year at a lunch- 
eon in the Terre Haute House, Attending were, seated from le ft, Frank L. Peebles, 1955; Ed Conley, 1940; Vern Н. Plenge, 
1916; John Dersch, 1962, and Charles A. Schukai, 1938. Stand ing, from left, are, Kenneth Borders, 1968: Glenn Staggs, 1967; 


Charles Blanford, 1959; James W. Lewis, 1958; Don Coverstone, 1961; Dr. Angelo D. Meneghini, 1957; Frank Callahan, 1964, 
and Judge Edward W. Everett, 1915. Martin Photo. | 
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"I Evening, Sou 
Active in Youth Work 


ANNIVERSARY DINNER — In October, the Optimists met with membe 


$ Anniversary of the B imi 
Haute, About 50 persons attended the Mma lann oe 


Club to celebrate the 10th 


By GARY SCHNEIDER 
Tribune Staff Writer 


“Friend of the Youth." | 

The Terre Haute Evening 
Optimist Club and the South- 
side Optimist Club of Terre 


Haute subscribe to youth апа $ 


the support of youth activities. 
Both clubs are offshoots of the 
Terre Haute Noon Optimist 


Club, as is the Breakfast Opti- f 


mist Club of Northside Terre 
Haute. They have similar his- 
tories, but have devoted their 
time, money and attention to 
different projects. 

While the Evening Optimist 
Club concentrates all of its re- 
sources on maintaining 


Little League baseball, 
Southside Optimist Club divides 
its attention among many proj- 
ects, most aiding children in the 
Pimento area. Whatever the 
projects include, all are ulti- 
mately aimed at aiding youth 
and providing useful and fun ac- 
tivities for them. 

The Terre Haute Evening Op- 
timist Club was chartered in 
September, 1954, with 25 active 
members. 

William Shakern then presi- 
dent of the Noon Optimist Club 
and later district governor of 
Optimist International, and the 
late Charles MeCray from the 
Noon Club were instrumental in 


^ 
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Sunday, May 11, 


rs of the Opti-Mrs. 
of Northside Terre 


Martin Photo. 
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Although the number of mem- 


bers in the e ve ning club hasi 


risen tto 50 times, member- 
ship is usually limited to about] 
25. At the present time, there 
are 26 active members. 

Meets Tuesdays 

The evening club meets each. 
Tuesday night at the Eat-A- 
Teria. 

At the meetings, members ei-| 
ther listen to a speaker ог! 
watch a film about well-known! 
sporting events. 

At recent meetings, films of 
the 1968 Indianapolis 500-Mile 
Race and the 1968 baseball 
World Series were shown. | 

Some of the outstanding 
speakers the club has heard re- 
cently have included Dizzy 
Trout, retired Chicago White 
Sox pitcher, and present pitcher 
Tommy John; Ralph Tucker, 
former mayor of Terre Haute, 
and the present mayor, Leland 
Larrison. 

Also, William P. Allyn, re- 
tired zoology professor from In- 
diana State University; James 
Rendel, baseball manager at 
ISU, and John Alvey. past Opti- 


ISU, was the speaker, a 
sportscaster Bob For 

the toastm aster. Te 

- One of-the -enrliest recorded 
activities of the club was th 
formation of The Terre Hau 


Optimist Little League, Inc., i 


G uis 


The early organization waf 
made up of two leagues, the 
Vigo League and the Wabash 
League. Each league had three 
teams with 15 boys per team] 
or a total of 90 boys who took 
part in the program. 

Basball games were played 
on property donated, rent free, 
to the club by John Haley. Six 
years ago, the club moved the 
ball park to a new location, and 
the Haley property, on S. 13th| 
St., became the site of the south 
post office annex. 

Expanded Program 

In 1961, the club expanded the! 
Optimist Little League program 
to 12 teams with a total of 180f 
boys participating. 


The club purchased uniforms L 


for the boys. bought equipment 


for them, and purchased lights Î, 


for the field so that night games} 
could be played. 

At the new ballpark on S. 
13th St. near Voorhees St.. the! 
lights have been maintained. 

The evening club shares the 
financia] burden of maintaining 
the teams with business spon-i 
sors around the city. Many well- 
known businesses in the com-; 
munity sponsor teams in the 
Optimist League. The club not 
only provides the park and 
equipment, but pays any deficit ү 
that may be left after. sponsor| 
fees are paid. p | 

In order to maintain the ac- 
tivities, clib members run aj 
concession stand at the ball- 
park. Advertising around ей 
field also helps to defray the! 
expenses, and the annual Little Î 
League Tag Day provides addi- 
tional funds. 

A traveling trophy is given 
annually to the winning team! 


gets an individual trophy. 1 ag 
main traveling trophy is called 
the Ralph Mills’ Trophy and is 
named after the second presi- 


. dent of the evening club who 


thside | Optimists A 


A 


+ 


in each league, and each plave s 


a С 


| 


is now secretary-treasurer of 
the Terre Haute Little League. 

The trophies are presented to 
the players, coaches and spon- 
sors at an annual banquet. Out- 
Standing sports figures from 
throughout the Wabash Valley 
are invited to attend and meet 
the boys. Early banquets con- 
sisted of hot dogs and soit 
drink at Deming Park, but re- 
cently the banquets have been 
Ж at the Zorah Shrine Tem- 
ple. 


Roberts, secretary, and Mills, 
treasurer. 


Members of the board of di- 
rectors are Art Dove, Alva I- 
liott, Paul Goss, Junker, 
Lahamn Malooley, Murphy. Ger- 
ald McCullough, John Weaver 
and Wisby. 


Serving as newly-elected offi- 
cers with Laham will be Goss, 
first vice president; McCul- 
lough, second vice president; 
Wells. secretary, and Mills, 
treasurer. 

The new directors wil] be 
Dove. Elliott, Junker, Malooley, 
Murphy. Wisby, Weaver, Rob- 
erts, Francis Cremonie and 
Pell. 

The Southside Optimist Club 
of Terre Haute was formed in 
1964 with the sponsorship of the 
noon club. About 15 active 
members were recorded at 
chartering. and the club has 
grown to its present 35 mem 
bers. 

The southside club meets at 
6:30. Tuesday evenings at the 


Season Opened Last Sunday | АЩ! Pick Motel for dinner 
The 1969 Little League sea. 3nd to listen to speakers from 
son opened at the park last Sun- the community and state. Re- 
day, with Steve Jones, a pitch. Cent speakers have included 
er with the Kansas City Royals; Mrs. Francis Wallingford, head 
Dick Van Arsdale, a member instructor .of practical nursing 
of the Phoenix Suns, and Chief|at St. Anthony Hospital for the 
of Police Glen Means, present. Vigo County School Corp.; Hel- 
The opening marked the i4th;en Ryan. a worker in the men- 
year for the Optimist Littleital retardation program: El- 
! League. mer Guerri, an archaeologist in 
Another annual event spon-|Indian lore, and Warden P. С. 
sored by the evening club is the Smith of the U. S. Pentitentiary 
high school oratorical contest.jsouth of Terre Haute. t 
“This years evening club win-| Unlike most local Optimist 
ner, Robert Gerry, went on to;Clubs, the southside club works 
win the zone contest and will|with a variety of projects rather 
compete in the Optimist state|than concentrating a majority 
contest during the state conven-|of its attention on one annual 
tion їп Evansville on May 16, project or activity. 
17 and 18. The club is then kept flexible, 
In September, the club willland as President Bill Davis 
hold its annual steak fry at the|says, “Any place where youth 
Wabash Valley Fairgrounds. is active and help is needed. 
Past presidents of the Terre {he Optimist Club is there.” 
Haute Evening Optimist Club Pimento Children Helped 
ave been: 
1954—Мах Barnaby. 
1955—Ralph Mills. 
1956—Larry Denny. 


area receive much of the club's 
assistance when a need appears 
1957—Joe Junker. Another annual recipient of club 
1958—Howard Leith. funds is the Beacon School of 
1959—Stanley Knight. the Valley. 

1960—Abe Malooley. During the last four years, 
1961—Paul Bartlett. the club has devoted a large 
1962—Charles Shilliams. rcentage of its budget to im- 
1963—Harold Drake. ments at the Fresh Air 
1964—Abe Laham. amp near St, Mary-of-the- 


1965—George Murphy. 
Р p year, it furnished a 


1966—Paul Wells. 
' room and quarters at 


1967—Louis (Bud) Wisby. 
1968—Forrest Pell. é camp. Members purchased 
lies for the 


following a recent election. 
à Present Officers 
Other officers presently serv- Ес репі- 
ing include Adrien Matheny, ' by the club, and profes- 
first vice president; Wells, sional instructors were hired to 
second vice president; Walter|man the program. Many youths 


eedy children in the Pimento; 


+ ! 

from the Pimento area took 
part in the program for the 
free lessons. 

The instructors also taught 
judo and self-defense to the 
girls in the Girls Athletic As- 
sociation at Honey Creek High 
School at the expense of the 
Southside Optimist Club. 

The club also helps support 
ithe Little League and Pony 
jLeague in the Pimento area. It 
|provides equipment annually 
|for the two leagues. In addition, 
jmembership to the YMCA for 
| five needy boys are paid for 
annually by the local club. 

Scouting in the southside area 
also receives benefits from the 
Optimist club. Recently, pup- 
tents for the  Pimento Boy 
Scouts have been purchased 
with club funds and the Mary- 
land Community Church Boy 
Scouts have helped pay their 
expenses with the assistance of 
the southside group. 

Former Presidents 

Past presidents of the South- 
side Optimist Club of Terre 
Haute are: 

1964—Paul Pierce. 

1965—Glen Fredricks. 

1966—Robert Thomas. 

1967—Fred Sfanson. 

Robert Rich, president for 
1969-70: mill be installed next 
Fall. er new officers include 

on, first vice 


Vaughn, sevi á 
or Мусі 


Present officors includ 


resident: Rich, first 
Vice president; Richard Conrad, 


econd vice pre 
anompson, secretary-tre 
sectors appol 


who wili 
for one айан 
the 


crre Haute Evening On- 
, Club and the Southside 
ist Club of Terre Наше 
5 3 


n 


^R WU ORE 


OFFICERS—-Past and present officers of the Terre Haute Evening Optimist ing from left are, Frank Peebles, past district It. governor, and directors 

Club met for dinner. Present were, seated from left, Paul Wells, past presi- John Weaver, Alva Elliott, Art Dove and Gary McCullough. Frank Cremonie 
president of the Little League is on the right. 

Strausburg Photo. 
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John Showalter again won the | 


annual Oratorical Contest at the’ 

local club and was sent on to 
the zone contest. The year be- 
“fore he won the zone and dis- | 
trict contests and placed third 
in the state Optimist Club Ora- | 
torical Contest. 

In early May, 1964, the local 
club sponsored the Fifth Dis-| 
trict Optimist Convention in 
Terre Haute. Not only did the 
convention make the Breakfast 
Optimist Club of Northside 
Terre Haute known throughout: 
the state, but it also made a; 
profit which the club used for! 
its many eharity and youth proj- 
‘ects. Chairman for the state 
convention was J. F. Turner, a 
‘past president and past district 
Lt. Governor rrom the local 
club. 

In October the club sponsored 
an “all night gospel sing," fea- 
turing the Blackwood Brothers 
Quartet from Memphis, Tenn., 
and the Old Fashion Aires from 
Indianapolis. Two Terre Haute 
groups, the Crusader Quartet 
and the Noteable Trio, also took 
part. 

In Christmas of 1964, under 
new president Wiliam Miller, 
the club again sold Christmas 
trees. The project was again| 
successful and the club agreed 
to use the profits to help the 
Boy Scouts build a water tower 
at their camp. The completed | 
tower was the product of the 
time and materials of many 
merchants and businessmen 
working with the club 

Under their new president, 
| Mrs. John Hearn, the Opti-Mrs. 


Club again sold candy and gave 
$200 to the men's group со help 
inapce their many projects. 

The men continued support 
for such projects as the girls’ 
bowling league, a Babe Ruth 
team and the presentation of a 
trophy to the Junior High School 
basketball championship team. 

In 1955, Gerald Donham was 
elected president, but a heart 
attack three months later léd to 
his resignation.-Ed Stapleton as- 
umed the presidency and Mike 
Butts was appointed by the 
board of directors te fill the 
‚ vacated position. Butts later be 
eame Lt. Governor of the dis- 
trict. 

During the year through the 
annual sale of Christmas trees 
the final bills for the Boy 
Scout’s water tower were paid. 
A donation of $200 from the Op- 
ti-Mrs. Club also helped to pay 
the debt. Mrs. Virgil Hughes 
‘уаз elected president of the 
ladies” group soon after. 

Starts Sale 

Late in 1965, the ciub attempt- 
ed a White Elephant sale as a 
fund-raising project. The auc- 
tion was so suecessful that it 
has been continued to the pres- 
nt dav. This year’s auction was 
held at 7 p.m. y at 

e Terre H e 1 


? Later in 1967 both the men 
and the women met with their 
new officers for a steak fry at 
Gibson Lake. Michael T. Butts 
was elected by the men's group 
for the 1966-67 year and Mrs. 
Merle Butts was elected presi- 
"dent of the ladies’ organization. | 

The annual sale of Christmas; 


trees was a tremendous success 


in 1966 due to a new site at 
Plaza North Shopping Center. 


Movies of the Indianapolis; 


1500 mile race were shown ata 
Valentine's Day party in Feb- 


attended. 

In 1967 the girls” bowling pro- 
gram had expanded to 110 girls 
bowling for 10 weeks. The Babe 
Ruth League team was also get- 
ting more support and winning 
more games. The second an- 
nual White Elephant Sale was 
also successful. It was held at 
the New Snodgrass Sales Build- 
ing. 

New Projects р 

New projects initiated in 1967 
included improving the chil- 
dren's ward at Union Hospital! 
and a Breakfast Optimists’ 
bowling team. A check for $500 

| was given to Union Hospital for 
the children's project and the 
bowling team took second place 
in their league, so both projects 
were considered successful. 

Late in the year, Max Gibson 
was elected president of the 
club and Mrs. Ed Stapleton was 
elected to head the Opti-Mrs. 
Club. ' 

Dave Mobley was the winner 
| of the club’s annual Oratorical 
contest April 20, 1967, and went 
on to the zone contest. + * 

At the annual installation ban- 
| quet, Roy Snodgrass was pre- 
sented with a nine-year attend- 
Janice pin and Michael T, Butts 
was presented with a six-year 
pin. In addition, Elmer Dorsett 
was the recipient of a four-year 


Continues Activities 

The club continued its activi- 
ties under President Gibson and 
all projects were again success- 
ful. In addition, it was decided 
|by the board of directors that 
the club should buy a station 
wagon for the Boys' Club and it 
was purchased under a two-year 
contract. 

One of the bowling teams 


Iplaced first in the Optimist 
League and the other placed 
fourth, both going on to the Op- 
timist State "Tournament in 
Muncie in May of 1968. 

Present officers of the club. 
elected 1$ 1968, are: Dean Smi- 
ley, president; Larry R. Dor- 
sett, executive vice president; 
Hobart Furry, first vice presi- 
dent; H. William Wetnight, sec- 
ond vice president;; Robert 
Brown, third vice president, and 
John Е. Turner, secretary- 


treasurer. | louting at Gibson Lake. At the 
Recent activities have includ- anniversary dinner, Roscoe Mc- 

led the purchase of а station|Pherson, first president of the 

| wagon for the Torner House club, was the guest speaker. 

Girls’ Club, the annual installa- Also, J. Е. Turner received 

ition banquet, the annual аппі- 88 > 

versary dinner and the annual 


outstanding secretary-treasurer awards. 
Roy Snodgrass received a l0-year per- 
fect attendance pin at the dinner and 
Michael Butts and J. F. Turner re- 
celved seven-year perfect attendance 
pins. 
Cutstanding Events 

Two outstanding recent events have 
included the presentation of a large 
flag to the club by John Myers and the 
annual Opti-Mrs. Valentine's Day party. 

Although the Breakfast Optimist 
Club of Northside Terre Haute is only 
11 years old, its constant growth and 


notable achievements have given it a 
reputation as one of the outstanding 
services hubs in Terre Haute. 
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Club Is Е 


war 1 З "emm. 
58, under the ѕроп- | Court" and the “Viskin8s.” The 
| Sorship of the Terre Haute Noon | court again came out the win- 
| Optimist Club, the Breakfast ners, The annual Christmas tree 
4 PU xi Sa ‘Northside, sale was also held. 
2 Terre Haute was officially char- r A -- 
The Breakfast Optimist Club MW tered in ceremonies in the May- үш Ши ph oe Taped pene 
of Northside Terre Haute, as alll Foner Rooma the Terre Hau LE gou t ү mwe the Terre 
clubs in Optimist tent ala ou House. S. Phillip McCardwelll, дропзоге А Е Li 3 ac 
strives to live up to this interna- $ КО was the guest speaker for the. Haute Babe Ruth WÈ eus 
tional motto. > charter party. Terre Haute wel аз porso ien ke me 
The Breakfast Optimist Club EE Mayor Ralph Tucker was also, bowling іє rye. is Lm ett 
was started from roots planted [S in attendance. first anny h id is ai B sh. 
by the Terre Haute Noon Opti- | At the party, newly-elected ned Ё ep че teal oc 
mist Club and was designed for |) officers for the first year меге 500 E an е mt пев тем 
Optimist members who рге- | announced. Roscoe McPherson pay ^y 1 è kès is 
ferred morning meetings . to [was elected president, Archie | 400 district contests. 
noon meetings. At 7:30 every | Mobley, vice president; J. F.| Also in late 1960 a new club ) 
Thursday morning a group of MWEN Turner, secretary, and Joe Cla-| Within the club, called the Opti- officers of the ladies’ club took ^ 
about 60 men gather at the Trol- VWA retto, ET Mrs. Club, was formed. Officers place at the Elks Country Club. 
ley Stop restaurant in Plaza 3 By the end of the first year, for the first year were Mrs. Mrs. Winston Henderson was 
| North for breakfast and to listen WA the club had 61 members and Fred Pulley, president; Mrs. elected president. 
to an outstanding speaker, _ӰЎ was becoming a force in the Roy Jenkins, vice presidentis The ladies’ project that year f 
On August 1, 1958, the idea of | future of Terre Haute. The first Mrs. I. Е. штер seche M LS T knitting of slippers forf 
a breoktast club first sprouted club project was canvassing ће апі Mrs. Arthur Brown, trea- the elderly at the two hospitals. 


Tribune Staff Writer 
“Friend of the Youth." 


an installation banquet for new! 


sh 
2 


ELE MM 
© when three men from the Noon Ж ШШ northside ar to help the | Ч ег. > e j the 
T Optimist Club visited the pt Í United YAA drive. ki First Project. Bee ee raised throgëh r 
| Twelve Points area with the Smith President The ladies’ first project was sale ot candy. 1 x 
Ее to send gifts to senior citizens| Soon after the ladies held 


idea of finding a meeting place 
for (he group. Several men in y 
v the area were contacted as Ш 
^1 | “© prospective members and af 
|_| meeting was called for August B 

Î | 8, 1958, at the old Deming Hotel. 
2 3 Instrumental in the formation Ж 


Late in 1959, under the leader-|at both Terre Чаше hospitals. |their election the men followe 
ship of President Robert Smith,| In 1961 Earl Е. Beam, fifth|suit and elected Virgil Hughe 
Tithe club sponsored a softballldistrict Optimist International their new president for the 1962-5 
| game between the Ethyl Vis- secretary-treasurer, was  in|63 year. 
“queen softball team, the “Vis-| Terre Haute to install new offi-| Under his leadership the club] 
jkings” and the famous team,|cers at a meeting of the Break- carried on several projects and; 
— the “King and his Court." The fast Optimist Club. programs. Fund-raising proj 


ail 


^ о: шр B отер ЖУ, King” was famous softball In that year the club accepted ects that year included the 
7 Club. Lewis went on to become Р | pitcher Eddie Feigner The ргој- a proposal from the Vigo Coun- presentation of the Don Cossack 
EE jieutenant governor of the dis- I ect, combined with profits from ty School Corporation to spon- Chorus and Dancers and ther 

the sale of Christmas trees, net-| sor awards for the Junior High|sale of coat hangers, Both] 


| trict in 1959-60 and served as 

| fifth district governor in 1960-61. Ё 

' ‘At the first meeting tempo- W 

M rary officers were installed for 

>) the club. Roscoe McPherson was { 

73 Rlected temporary chairman, f 

X Joe Bukovack, temporary vice 7 
“chairman, and Joe Claretto; 4 

3 temporary secretary-treasurer. 

On August 29, 1958, Mink Cal- 

_ bert, Plainfield, the state's new | 

— club building chairman, met 

| with the club in the Shuffle Inn $ 

М to map procedures for building Е 

© а new club. 

| Official Optimist applications 

_ were distributed at the meeting № 

| and. 14 members were secured. f 


ted the new club enough money School basketball championship turned out to be profitable activ- 
"dto begin plans Юг ће purehase!team. “A traveling trophy was|ities, The annual awards party! 
of land for a recreation center.|purchased by the club which was held for the junior high; 
A girls’ bowling league was also| would go to each winning team|schoal basketball champions: 
sponsored that year for the first until one team had won it three and they were presented with Е 
“time. years in a row. the traveling trophy. A total of 
On Nov. 21, 1959, the club held; Also under President Winston 92 girls took part in the girls’ 
“their first anniversary party in|B. Henderson, the George Jes-| howling league also that year. 

“the Pine Room of the Deming sel Show was brought to Terre) Basil Moore, Marshall, IL. 2 
“Hotel. At the party, 10 pins were) Haute in March of 1962. Тһе а historian, talked on the life of 
given for one year perfect at-|show was a tremendous success’ Abe Lincoln at the fourth anni- i 
endance. In addition, an award and the club showed a large versity banquet that Novem- 
“was given to Roy Snodgrass for! profit. ber at the Holiday Inn. | 
securing 10 new members in the; At the third anniversary Ъап- At the annual President's 
first year. quet Nov. 4, 1961, at Throck- Banquet in June, Richard Den- 
In 1960. during Youth Appre-|martin's Restaurant, five new\nis was elected president for 
iation Week, members of the members were inducted and the 1963-64 year. John Jackson) 
breakfast, noon and evening Op-|several attendance awards were delivered a talk about the local? 
imist Clubs met in joint session given. Six men were given|Jockey Club and the Christian- 153 
at the Deming Hotel. Dr. Carll awards for three years perfect aires Quartet furnished musical 


a Canvass Set 
Е Оп. September 5, 1958, the 


| à first membership committee Winters, public relations direc-|attendance. entertainment. | 
| was appointed to canvass the f or of General Motors Corp., Joint Picnic rad i 
| Twelve Points area for new was the guest speaker. In June, 1961, a joint picnic of S 


The 1960-61 fund-raising proj-|the Breakfast Optimist Club and? 
ect was again a softball game|the Opti-Mrs. Club was held at | 
between the “King and his! Deming Park. Later in the year 


| members. The committee con- 
- W sisted of Merle Butts, Bub Bru- 
1 E der and Roy Snodgrass, 
~ *A total of 35 members was 
| needed for the club to secure а 
; charter and on Sept. 11 it was B Ê 
^ f announced that enough mem- > ; 
Î bers had been secured to notify : Lee 
4 Optimist ре n WE. ; 5 
4 an organizer from the club to Rej» eo - есь 
=) begun chartering procedures. iaer Ze 


—— 
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Noon Optimist | 


Will Install — 
On Saturday — | 


mon SX Club of 
Terre Haute will conduct its 
installation. dinner Saturday at 
7 p.m. at the Holiday Inn. Wil. 
liam Thompson will officially 
become president. 

The installation ceremony will 
be conducted by Frank Peebles, 
past lieutenant- -governor of ШЕ 
Indiana District, according 
the announcement bv ane 
Vaughn, retiring president. 

- Speaker for the evening will 
be Е. J. Kennelly of Aurora, HL, 
who will speak about “ESP (Ex- 
tra-Sensory Perception) Fact or 
Fancy!" | 

He first became interested 
in ESP 25 years ago and in 1956 
began presenting his own dem- 
onstration of mindreading en- 
titled “Positive Thought Con- 
wa State University |trol." He is a member of the 
res aud resources to | American Society for Psychical] 
nmunity. Committee |Research. 

Mlle: Lowell Huckle- Other officers elected who will 
Renner, Huntingburg; be installed are Robert Mauer, 
is instructor in the first vice president; Norman) 
| Willianis, second vice president; 
[Dole uk Arthur Dawdy. secretary. and} 
| Kendall Hayhurst, treasurer. | 
Members of the board of 
2 ij e directors are Larry Gorrell. Ed| 
Everett, Charles Blanford, Earl} 
Brill is the chaplain. 
iong { ве. Dr. Meneghini will be toast 
Den er and Brill will zive exa 
cipate in meetings deal- special awards. 
h environmental health) Noon Optimist projects for the, L 
Peering and systems|past year have included the an- 


Zwick, Dr. Angelo Meneghini,| 
ohn A. Logan, n invocation at the banquet 
nual Clothe-A-Child project, 


D 


Robert Wright, Robert Baas, 
Gene Jarvis, Bert Williams, Ed 
Conley and Gene Vaughn. Ralph! 
:e.Hulman Institute Robert Mauerer will be +" 
озу, will be in New er ues of the memorial service., 
“hington. D. C.. this week|Vaughn will speak and present, 


s. 


for the study of higher| 1 
on for public health. He;and sponsorship of baseball, 


‘et with this group in Newibasketball and football teams. 


Community A Affairs File 


‘ceremonies. - 


Childror to Host Program 


ceptional 


ogan is a member of the|cash contributions to the Boy/State University 


Memorial Fund Com-|Scouts and the Girl Scouts, con-|film and panel discussion Oct. 
tributions to other civic projects 19 at Holmstedt Hall, entitled) also 
“Choices of Conscience.” 


Vigo Count y Pub 
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"m. 
Mis il? 


was | 


guest speaker for the Terre Haute Board of Realtors installation banquet. With him are 
the organizations new officers. Front row, second from left are Fran Eiseman, president, 
Women's Council; Bill Underhill, president and Wayne Marquis, state vice president; 
second row, James E. Brown, secretary-treasurer; Dan Н. Davis, past president; Ferril 


Reissinger. executive vice president, Indiana Association and John C. Figg. master of | 
Martin Photo. | 


NEW OFFICERS—Ed Schrier, left front, state president of the Realtors Association, 


'GANDHI CHARGES 
CIA IS ACTIVE 


| NEW DELHI (UPI)—India’s 


N la filmed. John Н iPrime Minister Indira Gandhi 
ancaster — Machine No. 9 —;8 p.m. is a filme ohn Hop А ў 2 

The Student Council for Ex-| kins Case Study of a voire] said recently that the CIA has 
Children of Indiana|couple who gave birth to a| become very active in India in 
will host a|premature baby boy diagnosed! the past two months. But, she 
as a mongoloid. The infantisaid Monday, American Seere 
suffered ап  intestinalitary of State William Roger 
blockage which could be сог- һау given assurances that th: 
rected by surgery. But without] United Sattes does not seek ti 
surgery, the infant could not bel interfere in the domestic affair 


T OCT .4 0,1972 — 
MEC Exceptional 


The program, in Room 103 at 


Milbank commission is] 
sed of 17 experts from the; 
X medical study, preven-| 
edicine and public healtn.' | 
welfare and environmen- 
edicine and enzineering.! 
Evolution of Concepts of! 
Education for Public 
' js the session topic. 
Logan is widely know n for! 
insulting work with the| 
Health Organization, thei 


БОШ 


$5, М 


TIT ЕЕ 


hrough Wednesday. 


Miss Flame, Debbie Hanley, 


uith engineering and use о 
di resources. Recent E 
1 visits have taken him to! 
America, Southeast Asia, су 
e Coni an. 

will nariicipate in a’ 


nue Monday night. 


School, 
Mr. and Mrs. 


Ann's 


‘ter of 


i 
Lifanlag 


Begin Reign Here 


itories and businesses. 


fin a parade down Wabash Ave- |from the Terre Haute Fire 
:Department, 
Debbie, a seventh grader а! Mayor William Brighton and his 
is the daugh-!caz 
Josephicar carrying 


T fed. of other nations. 
T 007 10 1972 Members of a panel will dis-| “И this is true, it would be 


e 'cuss the film. then the alter [geod thing.” Mrs. Gandhi sait 


Aa aj / natives faced by the couple. We should. be vigilant of CI. 
They are James  Mallow. activities," 

president, Vigo County Associa-; = 
tion for Retarded Children; Dt. | 

Marcus Riedel. chairman, De-! ELEPHANTS POPULAR 


i 
17 


3 

"$ 
1 
| 


partment of Philosophy; John 

Orr, executive director of men-l NEW DELHI (AP) — Tt 
tal retardation апа" learning Times of India reported 26,0: 
disabilities for Katherine Ham |carved rosewood — elephan 


have been sold to Republic: 


ilton Mental Health Center, and; 
‘parity campaign workers in tl 


Monday night's parade line-up | 
executive 


Bank, the Nationalang Mr, Flame, Tony Martin.’ 
mv of Engineering, and) who were chosen Monday tolincluded 26 different units, led; Mrs. Nancy Paper. 
S. State Department Onjreign over Fire  Preventionjby a police escort which маз director, Planned Parenthood United States for the 1972 ele 
“s concerning environmen-|iveek activities, were featuredifollowed by the color guard|Clinic. a ‘tions. 
Also, Mrs. Susan Carter, ЕМ, ___ Ele 


and Dr. Thomas Conway, реді: | 
atrician; Michael Kearns, at. 
torney; George Early, past di-l 
Purdue Achievement 
for Children; 


Terre Haute 


owed by the, S 


were next, foll а 
and Miss, tector, 


Мг. 


Frances] 


321 N 8th St. Топу. a Flame. James Graham was 1ле| Center a 
= ! Early, former director, Clini cal] SOO ww 
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The Star, Terre -Haüte, Ind; Wednesday, ребе they 
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- opened Tues he weather and will be 
y club members thri the holiday season, Pictu 
Tight, are | H х, Dale Hayhur 
o Meneghini, 7 


Community Affairs File Vigo Gounty Public Library 
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Barr Recieves | 


ox Go 
on i apes, 


resident himself took part in 
hy such meetng. but the 
hite House said Cox had met! 
vice this weeeeek' with presid 
al lawyers Charles Alan 


lav, LMAN Ward. File! 


contractor, who was responsi- 


One White House source said 
пеге had been “very, little the recipient cf the “Respect 
hovement.’ Another said aj ALBERT SMITH, 25, 2035 N 
series of meetings" might be|20th St. Reckless driving, fined | sented by members of the Noon 
eeded, and this led  t01$128 and sentenced to 10 bou it) | Optimist Club. 
peculation the parties might) jail (suspended). B 


medalion by members of the 
club during a noon luncheon in 
the Pine Room of uae 
Center. 

Special guests at *he теа 
were representatives of local! 


quest more time. 
Nixon's lawyers filed a 40- MILO BAILEY, 64, 34 Ohio зы 
age brief in the appeals court| Public intoxication, fined $35 
kednesday. While it was not|and sentenced to 30 days in jail, 
irectly on the subject of the|all suspended pending good be- 
ompromise proposal. it con-|havior. 
ained no hint of compromise. 

It repeated the White House] JAMES Е. COLLINS. 21, 1807 
osition that courts have no|N. Sth St. Speeding, fined $43. 
ower to compel evidence from [tom 

president which he chooses} DAVID J. KLEPTZ, 17. 1110 
ot to disclose. Mary Lane. Bumper law viola- 
“To tear down the office ofjtion, fined $14. 


e American presidency is too mem. Ae 
igh a price to pay even for PERRY J. ALLEN. 23, RR 2. 


Watergate,” it declared. West Terre Haute. No safety 
The tapes are of сопуегѕа-| Sticker. fined $14. 


ions between the President and| THOMAS A. COOPER, 35. RR 
lis aides, concerning һеј West Terre Haute. No regis- 
made at a time when Nixon'sitration. fined $8. i 
ИНсе conversations were rou- 

inely. recorded. Both Cox and} MABLE A. SICKLES, 31. 425 
he Senate Watergate commit-|Fort Harrison Rd. Expire 
ее want them. Cox petitioned] operator's license, fined $14. 

o have them turned over to a не Adm 

¿rand jury. District Court) DANIEL A. MITRO, 19. 613, 
Judge John J. Sirica ruled that! Cromwell Hail, Indiana State 
he should hear them first. "University. No registration, 
Both the White: House апа! fined $8. 


Сох then went to the appeals CHARLES RI WEATHER- 


rourt—the White House seeking 
жй № Ё MAN, 30, 668 Elm St. No TEM 
mn have Sirica's ruling vacated: sticker, fined S4. Riley Volunteer Fireman's an- 


Cox seeking to have it nual pancake super is set Гог 
strengthened. JOHN P. KERNSTEIN. 18,|Saturday, Oct. 6, at the Riley; 
It was learned that one|Sharpersville. Ind. No license | firehouse. Serving will be from 
proposal advanced by the White] ррацез; fined $14. 5 p.m., until 8 p.m. with prices 


agencies. 
Those attending included In-! 
diana Stete Police Lt. Bennie 


Sheriff George Albright, Chief 
or William J. Brighton. 


Vaughn said the. recipient оѓ ё | 
the "annua! award must be a 
private citizen who has shown 
respect for law enforcement in| 
the past calendar year. 


trial of Michael Bailey and) 
Ernest Whitten in Evansville 
|played a key role in the con- 


viction cf the pair. 


RILEY PANCAKE | / 
SUPPER OCT. 6 ^ 


and state law enforcement | 


| 
of Police James Swift and a 


ITHE TRIBUNE, TERRE HAUTE, IND. 


IMORSE CODE, 


Optimist Club RADIO THEORY ТБ Безе will. be m 


AW 2 011373 Ex PLANNED persons of ail ages. тай 


Society. in conjunction with the 


Milton nia a Clay Countyl| adult education division of the|contact Ken Anderson. 
Vigo County School Corporation, | ڪڪ‎ — — — 0 


will conduct a course in inter- 
ble for outwitting ihe two men |national Morse code and ele-! 


"E di who murdered Terre Haute busi- mentary radio theory, leading 
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HOLLYWOOD (UPI) @ 
Bixby will disappear on 
fall on "The Magician," 
8ladventure series. 


Classes will be held on Mon- 


A" Tight House" | 
Saves Energy 


Weather stripping, tight storm doors and 
windows, sealed-off cracks and openings 
around doors and windows—these can save 
from 10% to 30% of your annual heating and 
cooling costs! 


What's more, you'll be saving energy. With 
America's domestic energy supplies falling far 
behind demand, none of us can afford to 
waste it. Write today for a free copy of 

| "A Consumer's Guide to Efficient Energy Use 


l 


in the Home." It's packed with ideas that can 
help save the nation's energy and your money. 
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Attorney Williamjrequesi that “all hl a ai Є e 
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зау delay the Mon-|{o alleviate such disturbances 47 and Fort Harrison Road, the create the dimensional models 
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medal features the portrait of 
George Rogers Clark. the lead- 
sibly Terre > 
na Свапеу r 
erre Haute will held its an- 
nual Installation Banquet Sat- 


ing Revolutionary War figure, {THROAT 
in the Midwest. It also depicts) f MADE 
a tulip tree blossom from the YOU 
state tree. and a Virginia dog-| | 
request to enter wood branch svmbolizing the| f INGLE. 
Zinally was denied close ties of Indiana with the 
1 hearing here by State of Virginia at the time 
J. Holder. Holder of the Revolution. The reverse 
istler was respon-|urday evening at the Imperial side shows fhe officia] seal of 
ivs in the case and House Motel. the State of Indiana. 
in improper pre-|| A social hour will begin at The high-relief art medal has 
у. 6:30 p.m.. followed by dinner been struck in fine silver and 
ling was appealed|at 7:30. 
dge appeals court.| [Installation program  chair-| 
panel overturnediman for this year's event isi 
but the full court Gene Vaughn. who served a 
the club's president in 1971. 
New officers to be installed 
include: Robert Maurer, presi- 
was а New Yorklaent; Norman Williams, first 


antique bronze and will be 
available in two sizes: 242” and 
tnree-judge action. 
ty of legal au 
avwright before be- : e 
vice president; John C. Wid- 
in 1971 to a бус-| ding. second vice president: 
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NOON OPTIMIST CLUB TO ct NDUCT . 
38TH ANNUAL CLOTHE-A-CE ILD CAMPAIGN 


THE 1973 CAMPAIGN gets under way Tuesday, Dec. 11, with the auction at the Terre 
г ‚ Haute House. The Mile-of-Dimes booth will open the following day. Last year the club 


provided clothing for about 600 boys and girls, with the price about $23 per outfit. Ts Deo aa 
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THE OPTIMISTS began the first Mile of Dimes campaign to ‘clothe needy children on 
Dec. 11, 1935, with a large crowd and even a band on hand for the official opening 
on Wabash Avenue. Twenty-five children were clothed the first year. 


mann 


"94 PROGRAM. 
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1936; Bill Smith; Judge Frank Miller, president in 1942, and Judge 


| 
TAKING PART in the 1943 campaign were James Culp, president in 
Ed Everett, president ni 1945. 


= a, E С5 4 be] 
AT THE DECEMBER, 1952, KICKOFF BREAKFAST were Bob Coates, Squire Banfield, Pete 
Froehde, Charles Blanford, Bill Shaker, Tony Hulman and C. L. Bartley Jr. 


OPENING OF THE 1962 OPTIMIST CLOTHE-A-CHILD BOOTH—From left are the Rev. Don 
Edwards, Dr. A. D. Meneghini, C. A. Schukai, Glenn Staggs, Robt. Compton, John F. 
Dersch (then president of the club), H. Everett Meneely (campaign chairman), James 
Lewis, Harry Brentlinger and Frank фар 


BOYS AND GIRLS who received new clothes in 1944 assembled at the Hoosier Room 
of the Deming Hotel before being taken in small groups to the store. 
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BACK AT THE OLD STAND in 1944 were Lester Pennington, Roy McCray, Bob Coates 
and aim OAD as the ninth annual campaign got into high gear. The goal was to clothe 
200 children 


THE OPTIMIST AUCTION TRADITION to raise funds for the Clothe-A- 
Child campaign began in 1949 and has continued. Looking over some 
of the interesting items available to bidders at the 1971 auction at 
the Terre Haute House were Norm Williams, Gene Vaughn, Bob Walton 
and Larry Gorrell. ' 


IN 1950 OPTIMISTS FIGURED on $17 to clothe each child, On hand for the opening 
of the booth were Ray Kasameyer, Verne Plenge, Mrs. Ray Kasameyer, Pete Froehde, 
Karl Threlkeld, Stewart Martin and George O. Brown, past international president. 


THE OFTI-MRS, CLUB traditionally fills Christmas stockings with treats for the boys 
and girls as part of the annual Clothe-A-Child project. Among those at the 1951 stock- 
ing filling party and work session were Mrs. Byron Harrold, Mrs. Charles Blanford, 
Mrs. Ray Davis, Mrs. James Culp, Mrs. Herman Brown, Mrs. Lester Pennington, Mrs. 
Bob Coates, Mrs. William Shaker, Mrs. R. A. Grass, Mrs. Ralph Sparks and Mrs. Verne 
Plenge. 


Rotogravure Section. The Tribune-Star, Terre Haute, Ind. December 9, 1973. 
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BOYS AND GIRLS from St. Mark's Church of Christ had a lot of fun dressing up for a Halloween 
party at the church. 


MS вет: 
INTERACT CLUB MEMBERS from North Vigo High School dressed in costumes for their visit to St. An- 


CHRIS SWAN, garbed as the Wicked Witch, was a special guest at Brownie Troop 404's Halloween 
party at World Gospel Church. 


EPSILON SIGMA ALPHAS persuaded their husbands to dress in costumes for a Halloween party. 
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FOUR-YEAR-OLDS who attend Community Co-op Nursery School had fun carving pumpkins. Several of 
their mothers came to help the teacher, Mrs. Sally Campbell, and to enjoy the special project. 
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DRESSING UP IN COSTUMES was fun for thi Р THESE MASKS AND COSTUMES were worn by members of the ladies auxiliary of the Fraternal Order 
The party was held at the Youngstown United v re cr dre АЕ Sch of Police at a party at Torner Girls Club. Besides enjoying the fun, the gals also spent some time 
working on bazaar items. 
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The Noon Optimist Glub; those attending. | , 
opened its Mile of Dimes booth] A complete outfit will cost, 
at 6% and Wabash at 11, a.m. about $25.00 per child, although | 
Friday and is seeking contri- a complete outfit will not be re- 
| butions to supplement the more | quired: in every case, Fluegel 
(than $4.000 raised for the annual | pointed’ out. 
|Clothe-A-Child project at the; THE children selected will 
auction Wednesday night. ssemble at 8 a.m. Tuesday, 
The booth will be open dur еб, 23, at St. Joseph's School 
ing the regular shopping hours Йа: on South Fifth Street. 
„through Dec. 22 and will beyMembers of the Opti-Mrs. Club 
manned by club members, w akestbem in small groups 
have been busy in recent week Zi Store where store 
checking the needs of some 5003 yes volunteering their 
children referred to th club by!fime will fit the children for the ` 
the schools. clothing. ; 
A total of $4.126 49 was rea-| After all the children are out- 
ilized at the auction. and in- fitted and have returned to the 
cluded $999.99 from У! = Cafe, school, the Opti-Mrs. members 
owned by Mrs. Violet Cottrell. wilh. be hostesses for а 
lat 647 LafavettesAve. "Christmas party for the 
She has carried on a year- youngsters. Members of the Op- 
round campaign for the project tj Mrs. and the Noon Optimist 
‚Юг a number of years among Club will bag candy for the chill | 
the customers. dren at a "stocking fill" party 
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Business firms in the сот. Saturday. night. at the Glenn AUCTION NETS OVER $4.00 FOR CLOTHE-A-CHILD—! Noon Optimist Club aue- 
munity contributed the тапу Siaggs' residence. tion to raise meney for their Clothe-A-Child Program;j 86:000. Wednesday night. 
|items for the auction, said : The amount was a record high for the auction in whii s'are-sold.-Chet Burkey- 
Nea! Fulegel, general chair. byle (right), a member of the club, served as, acti assisted hy his'son (left), 
man a the 1974 Clothe-A-Child Todd. The fundséwill be combined. with: he Noon, Optimist donation 
project. tahas нием i undred needy .voungsters. 

Members of the Opti-Mrs. Club |j, mots on Wabash Avenue Gan ret ae Martin Photo. 
provided a buffet supper before | y Arrest «<от эсу: uinci 


the auction without charge to TFT 
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NEW OFAKERIYONI NON Boris Club. installed 


during a dinner meeting at the Sheraton Inn are John 
G. Widding, president; Dr. James W. Barnes, first 
vice-president; Arthur Dawdy, secretary, and Gene 
Frazier, second vice-president. Not pictured is 
treasurer Kendall Hayhurst. 
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BOARD MEMBERS of the Noon Optimist Club include, 
Norm Williams and Dick Snyder, and in back row, 
Gene Vaughn, Bill Ketner, Glenn Staggs and Paul 
Chapell. 
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MEMBERS OF THE NOON OPTIMIST CLUB and their ladies gathered at the Sheraton Inn for the installation 
of new officers. Musical entertainment was provided by the Sycamore Strummers. 


Terre Haute Tribune-Star, November 16, 1975. 


| MRS. ROBERTS' first graders at Consolidated School learn 
| the fundamentals of reading. 


A YOUNG SCIENTIST at work at 
Terre Haute South Vigo High 
School. 
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FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS at 

Meadows School display their cur- 

rent science projects. THE ORCHESTRA at Terre Haute North Vigo High School 
prepares for its next public performance. 


Terre Haute Tribune-Star, November 16, 1975. 


Noon Optimist 


Club Clothes. 
500 Chil dren 
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Ever vire of taking Yani Contributions should be mailed 


Christ mas 
E on 


Youngsters 
shooping, 


_ Christmas Eve: 


Noon Optimist Club members 
and their .wives spent the 
greater part of Wednesday 
taking those 500 needy children 
to Schultz Department Store 
where they were fitted with 
either complete outfits or 
particular items. 

The occasion climaxed the 
club s 40th annual 
Clothe-A-Child Drive. The event 
was launched on Dec. 9. when 


the club held its annua! auction | 


which netted nearly $4.000. | 


Since that time club members 


| 


have manned a clothe-a-child | 


booth on Wabash Ave 

Contributions from. the 
auction and downtown shoppers 
vassing the booth surpassed thc 
$10.000 mark on Tuesday: 

Glenn Staggs. who has been in 
charge of processing the 
applications for clothing’ said 
that he "really couldn't tind a 
better community than Terre 
Haute" for this kind ol a 
project. 


Club treasurer Kendall 


Hayhurst. said that 
contributions can be sent to him 
from those who were unable to 
make a donation at the booth 


to the Merchants Savings and 
Loan Association building, 7 S. 
6th St. 

The youngsters athe head 
Wednesday morning at St. 
Joseph's School. 113 S. 5th St., 
and were escorted in groups of 
10 boys and 10 girls each to the 
department store where they 
were fitted with new clothing. 

Upon returning to the school 
the youngsters were treated to : 
sacks uf candy by Santa Claus. 
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OPTIMIST ORATORICAL WINNERS—Winners in the Girls’ Oratorical Contest of the 
Noon Optimist Club were chosen Thursday. Pictured with club president, Gus Widding, 
left, and contest chairman, Norman Williams, right, are the top three finishers, left to 
right, Yvonne Oliver, first; Robin Stevens, second; and Evelyn Ying, third. 


T MAR 5 1976 House of Photography Photo. 
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BREAKFAST OPTIMIST ORATORICAL WINNERS '— The Northside Breakfast 
Optimist Club's oratorical contest. conducted Thursday morning. saw Kathy Powell of 

' Otter Creek Junior High School and Dan Wallace of Chauncey Rose Junior High School 

| take top honors. Presenting the trophy to the two winners is Larry Howard, oratorical 
contest ehairman. as Max Jones, club president. observes. The two youths will now 

, compete in the Zone 15 Optimist Club oratorical contest. scheduled for mid-April in 
Terre Haute. т MAR 2 6 1976 House of Photography Photo. 
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-NOON. OPTIMISTS П INSTALL OFFICERS - Installation ceremonies were aii waa by the. 
Noon Optimist Club during a dinner meeting Wednesday at the Elks Fort Harrison Country, 
Club. From left are John G. Widding, immediate past president; Dr. James W. Barnes; | 
president; Neal Fluegel, first vice-president; Bob Wilson, second vice-president; Art Dawdy, = 
secretary, and Dale Hayhurst, treasurer. Photo by House of Photography uM 
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OPTIMIST OFFICERS — Participants at the іпзіа бо То “Yok the Northside 
Optimist Club included, standing from left: Larry Scott; E. Wayne Marrs; Art Cocozzoli; 
Don Miller, second vice president; Stan Barnard, executive vice president; Hank Storm; 
L.R. Onsett; and Pete Risley, Indiana State Optimist Governor, Columbus, Ind. Newly- 
installed president John Karas, is seated. The ceremony took place Thursday at the Elks 
Fort Harrison Country Club. (Star Photo: Kadel) 
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AN OPTIMISTIC DONATION — A generous contribution was 
recently made to Noon Optimist's Clothe-a-Child drive by the 
Prince Hal! Masonic Lodge. The money will be used for the 
annual Christmas project. Pictured are, from left, Leon Pitts, 
Prince Hall trustee; Tom Waldon, Jr., past Prince Hall 


OQ ullo (TH) Community Affairs File T oct 18 1877 


grandmaster; Art Dawdy, Noon Optimist secretary; Jerry 

Williams, Clothe-a-Child chairman; Neal Fluegel, Noon Op- 

timist president and William A. Reed, Prince Hall trustee. 
House of Photography Photo 
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CLUB ANNIVERSARY — The Northside Breakfast Optinfist/Cfub recently observed its 19th 
anniversary with a meeting that included several past presidents of the club. Holding the 
anniversary cake are, Max Jones, left, and Larry Helman, Standing are, the Rev. William 
Saunders, Winn Henderson, Richard Dennis, Kenny Roman, Mike Butts and Larry Dorsett. 

House of Photography Photo 
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NOON OPTIMIST OFFICERS — Members of the Noon Optimist Club gathered 
Wednesday evening at the Elks Country Club and the newly-elected Optimist 
officers were presented to those in attendance. Ready to assume the duties of 
their new office are Jerry Williams, first vice president; Nick Telezyn, president; 


past president Neal Fluegel; and Howard F. Williams, second vice president. 
House of Photography 
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MEW OPTIMIST CLUB LEADERS — New officers for th 
Northside Breakfast Optimist Club have been elected. They 
are, left to right, Stan Barnard, president; Jim Gray, third 


vice president; Larry Scott, second vice president; William 


A. Maze, first vice president, and Don Miller, executive vice 
president. (Star Photo: Kadel) 
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Optimist. Auction Aids 
Clothe-A-Child Drive 


Optimist Noon Club's Clothe-a- 
Child Auction Tuesday night netted 
$4,100 toward the $10,000 goal for 
purchase of clothing for Christmas 
for needy Terre Haute children. 

Nick Telezyn, club president, said 
Wednesday the auction figure was 
“fon target’’ and thanked the 
merchants who donated auction 
items. John Shadow and Larry Schop- 
meyer were the auctioneers. 

The club will open its booth at 9:30 
a.m. Saturday in the parking lot just 
west of the Terre Haute First Na- 
tional Bank main branch for dona- 
tions to the drive. The booth chair- 
man is Bob Prox and volunteers will 
man the booth through Saturday, 
Dec. 23. 

Telezyn said teachers in the Vigo 
County schools will provide a list of 
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ke in M 4 "clothing and club! 
members will check on each request 
to determine just what is needed, in 
some cases complete outfits and, in 
other instances specific items of. 
clothing. 

Members of the Opti-Mrs. Club win! Е 
fill stockings with candy and goodies | 
to be distributed to the children when | 
they come to St. Joseph's School at 8 
a.m. Dec. 23 and will be taken from' 
there in groups to Schultz Store where , 
they will be outfitted for the clothing. | 

Some 500 children were given! 
clothing last year, Telezyn said, and | 
he anticipates the number will be | 
about the same this year. 

Project chairman is Roger 
Koesterer. Jerry Williams was the 
auction chairman. 
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Clubs Merge. 1980 


Following a unanimous decision by 
members of both clubs, the Evening 
Optimist and the Southside Optimist 
clubs merged and organized Wednes- 
day the new Southside Evening Op- 
timist Club. 

According to the report from the 
group, the new club will meet at 6:30 
p.m. every Thursday at Laughner’s 

| Cafeteria. The decision to merge was 
| made at a meeting Sept. 23 of the 
combined membership of the two 
| clubs. The report also stated both 
clubs had faced declining mem- 
bership and participation to the point 
where it was ‘‘difticult to remain a 
strong factor in community service 
and the promotion of youth ac- 
tivities.” 

Richard Dunkin will serve as presi- 
dent for the 1980-81 year. Other of- 
ficers are Edward Nicoson, first vice 
president; Hubert Matherly, second 
vice president; James Watkins, 
secretary, and Joe Junker, treasurer. 

Members of the board include 
Frank Perry, Noval Nicoson, Abe 
Laham, Robert Richmond, Paul Goss 
and Harry Thomas. Don Tatman is 
the past president. 
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Optimists, | 
Elect Offi icers 


lonas operations 
manager of the Terre Haute Water 
Works Corp., was elected president of 
the Terre Haute Noon Optimists Club 
at its regular meeting this week. 

Other officers elected were 
Richard Snyder, Indiana Employ- 
ment Security Div., first vice presi- 
dent; and Bill Ketner, Ketner and 
Sipes Electrical, second vice presi- 
dent. Art Dawdy of Hulman & Co., 
was re-elected secretary, and Dale 
Hayhurst, treasurer. 

Board members elected included 
Boyd Huff, Dr. Angelo Meneghini, 
Bil Thompson, Dick Hughes, Bob 
Mauer, Dr. James Barnes, Verne 
Plenge, Roger Kosterer, Nick 
Telezyn, John G. Widding and Bob 
Templeton. 

Boyd Huff was appointed chairman 
of the 1981 Clothe-A-Child campaign, 
the major project of the club. The 
club also sponsors rifle competition 
at the YMCA, contributes to the Babe 
Ruth baseball league, and aids with 
funding the Miss America softball 
program. 

Dick Hughes was named chairman 
of the annual steak fry to be held Aug. 
13. Assisting will be Roger Kosterer 
and Bill Thompson. 
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Clubs 6.4 s) 
More than 400 


boys, girls clothed 


By Elizabeth Ciancone 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter Ts DEC 2 4 1983 


The weather outside was frightful, but the smiles 


were so delightful 
— lyrics from “Let it snow, let it snow. let it snow” 


Many hands made light work Friday to conclude the 
1983 Clothe-A-Child drive sponsored for the 48th year by 
members of the Terre Haute Noon Optimist Club. The 
smiles of more than 400 boys and girls lightened the task 
and brightened The day in spite of zero temperatures. 

Children and their parents рыла into the basement 
room of St. Joseph School, Fifth and Ohio streets — the 
lucky earlv arrivals. Others waited out in the cold until 
the congestion eased as groups of 10 children were 
conducted by teen-age volunteers to Schultz Depart- 
ment Store to be fitted for their new clothes. 

A couple of little girls teetered on too-large high- 
heeled boots and one little girl confided. " Mama made 
sen my pajamas under my pants so I wouldn't get 
cold." 

Schultz employees donate their time each year to see 
that each child's shopping bag is filled. 

Glenn Staggs, who has worked on the Optimists' 
project for many years, said the per-child cost runs 
from $40 to $45. When the project began in 1935 a child 
could be outfitted for about $12. he said. 

Staggs’ granddaughter — here from Florida for the 
Christmas holiday — was among the volunteers. along 
with students from North Vigo and South Vigo high 
schools and the Junior Department Club. 

Financiallv the project has grown too big for the 
Optimists to handle. About a third of the total cost is 
raised at the downtown Clothe-a-Child booth, but as the 
downtown business district shrinks, so do the contribu- 


tions. 
"We can't get into the shopping centers," Staggs 
said. 
Booth donations are augmented by donations from 
businessmen. One of the biggest contributors is Vi 
Cottrell, who operates Vis Cafe. 647 Lafayette Ave. She 
keeps a collection box all year long and annually turns 
in anywhere from $500 to $1,000. Staggs said. 
Shopping bags filled. the kids followed their leaders 
back to St. Joseph School, where parents waited to take 
them home. But, before the shopping binge was 
completely over. each child was given a bag of candy | 
and cookies — compliments of the wives of Optimist | 


Club members, | 
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2 O poacd of a n'mber of boys living on south 
Е: С» Fourth end Fifth street near Oak and 
| which fas been befors tho publla some 

tims in baso ball and amatour aninatral 


wow Veterlem had Ita origin In the 
Жыга. bolera that paper was eoneolidated 
“у Chicaga Herald, The Onen Window 
"I aluh was a, feature ef the pago of the Ваг» 
„1 Jdarday ReenrA devoted Ча hays end girls 
yo and tha membershtp included ever 75,000 
CA ij boy and giris ull ever the cauntry, On 
ll Octobar 1, 1000, the Terre Haute branch 
| was formed, 
- Four boys, Ben Blumberg, Webb Beggs, 
w. Warren Miller and Ewing Miller met at 
‘| the hame of Ben Blumberg avd farmed the 
‚1 | local chapter by adapting rules and elcet= 
Ting the following ofllcora Ben Blumberg, 
! president; Warren Miller, seoretary and 
Î Treasurer end Ewing Miller, Jibrarlan, 
TIRK was decided that moetings should ba 
22 | лета twico a week an Monday and Friday 


A evenings from T until 0 e'elock, At a 
: | subsequent meeting, - tha | houra were 
changed from 9 to 9:30  o'eloek, Ог 


- Gatoker Sth et z meeting, Reexe Part g 
“| philip Newhart were elected rember 
£ | Shortly afterward, Reeve Park mov. 
LI rom the city. Dan Kramer, Willie Roys: 
: | and Morton Hayman were elected to mem- 
"| bership ou the night of Octeber 16 and 
Ы two weeks later, James Rodenan was elec-: 
‘ted а member.” Raymond Weife and Gil. 


pin 
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roying.with age. 


EN WINDO 
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November 12, 1900, making the member- 
ship of the club at thet time twelve. Af 
this meeting the twice-a-week meetings 
were discontinued and it was decided that 
the club meet on Friday evenings only. 
(TURN SLUG CUT) 

The club took the name of the “Colum- 
bian Boys" and the Chicago Record num- 
bered the chapter No. 4661. Ata meet- 
ing in November, the club rooms were 
changed from Blumberg's to Dan Kvain- 
er's home at the corner of Fifth and Pop- 
lar etreets. On March 1, 1901, the fol- 
lowing officers were elected: Warren 
Miller, president; Ben Blumberg, vice- 
president; Webb Beggs, secretary; Philip 
Newhart, assistant secretary; Dan Krem- 
er, treasurer; Ewing Miller, librarian; 
Morton Hayman, assistant librarian. On 
April 26, yron Kelso became a member. 
At about this time, the boys organized a 
base ball team. ` Officers of the clun are 
elected every two months. At  prennbt, 
Ewing Milier Is captain and Dan Kr-rer 


«manager. ‘The tall team in two seasons 


hes mot been тегу succeseful but ft is im- 
5 On June 13, 1992, 

-Mard Long and Gerald Marshall . were 

ected to membership, making the total 
^L! Dues аге paid every month... 7-3 

The first minstrel show given by the 
club was on November 27, 1000, at >the 
home of one of the members. It was the 
first public appearance and the proceeds 
went to the Light House mission. $5.60 


~~ 
1 


"WINDOW CLUB. 


St^ rew— Gilbert Newhart, Morton Hayman, Ewing Miller. 
and. row—-¥/ili Royse, Warren Miller, Webb Beggs, Raymond Wolfe, 
ard, row—Ben Blumberg, Phil Newhart, James Rodman, Dan Kramer, Byron Kels 
The Open Window club, which Ja com- | bert Newhart were elected members on 


0. a 
was netted from th!s performance. On 
June 14, 1901, a minstrel show was given 
at "ho Filbeck for the benefit of the Day 


Nursery and $21.10 was raised for the in- 
stitution. The club also gave a minstrel 


performance at Hindley Hall for the bene- | 
fit of the Union Hospital at the Union | 


Hospital Fair and netted about $50 for 


the hospital “The club has beea 


on December 23. 1900, at a banquet 


at two suppers zive by Mrs. Kramer. 
On March 4th, this year, the club elect. | 
ed the following officers who'are now iA | 
charge: ‘Webb Beggs, presdent; Залива | 
Rodman, vice-president; Philip Newhart, 


secretary; Raymond Wolfe, aisistant secs | 


retary; Dan Kramer, treasurer; * Ewing | 
Miller, assistant treasurer; “Will Royse, 
librarian; Ben Blumberg; assistant 1{Ьгог- 
lan. The club has a library of about tery 
volumes and there is a good ‘sized eux th 
the treasury. “An fr eg 
Among the best ruies of the élus 13 “пли 
which provides that no' “member snall 
neglect his school or home duties for the 
club / Another is that no témbez shall 
provoke quarrel with other mémbots "ul 
the club and shall do all he сал to pre- 
vent fighting or unkind “feéllng “~ amòrz 
other members. . No mmber shall usé 
tcbagco in any form, nor shall he swear 
uncer penalty of suspension, and s'spens 
sion trom the club meang a whole lot to 


the bcya. сах 


سر 


enter- р 
tained at a party given by Mrs. Blumberg | 
at | 
the Pilbeck given by Mrs. Hayman onc | 
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Local Group Joins in First Official | 
‘Operation Moonwatch Alert Tonight 


| 1315 7 
Local velunteers in the earth sat- 
ellite observation program will 
participate in the first official 
"Operation Moonwatch" alert to- 
night beginning at 7:30 o'clock, 
with instructions to "track and| 
time all moving objects resembling 
stars in dimension and light inten- 
sity, moving in any direction." 
Nunz Addabbo, a civil engineer 
with American Brass Company and 
leader of the 70-member registered 
Terre Haute group, is authorized to 
report all findings and sightings | 
immediately upon completion of 
the 90-minute test, Central agency 
is the Smithsonian Astrophysical 
Observatory, Cambridge, Mass., 
which is supervising the nation- 
wide program in connection 
| with the Internatonal. Geophysi- | 
cal Year. 


| um Mp 

ҮЙ ОЕК on the local installation 
was begun at the Allis-Chalmers 
Manufacturing Company parking 
lot Jan. 20 of this year under the 
co-sponsorship of the Terre Наше! 
First National Bank. Although! 
only one of the eventual 16 tele- 
scopes at the station is ready for 
use tonight, other equipment, in- 
cluding tape recorders and short 
wave time circuits, will be in use 
tonight. 

In explaining “Operation Moon- 
watch," Mr. Addabbo states that 
the program calis for research in 
many fields, such as navigation, 
astronomy, meteorology, oceano- 
graphy and electronics. The co- 
operation of very leading country 
in the world," he continued, “is 
being sought to pool the efforts | 
and knowledge of scientists in an 
effort to unlock some of the well- 
guarded secrets of the universe.” | 

| ар cup шл 

| POSSIBLY the most dramatic ele- | 
ment of the entire operation is the | 
launching of the earth's first satel- 
lite, to be accomplished sometime 
after the beginning of the Inter- 
national Geophysical Year July 1, 
and before its conclusion in De-} 
cember, 1958. Responsibility for | 
tracking the satellite has been as- | 
Signed to the Smithsonian Astro-! 
physical Observatory which has 
| organized as “many “Moonwatch” 

í teams as possible throughout this 
country and the entire world. 

The Terre Haute station is one 

of 68 registered units in the world 
at the present time, authorized to 
collect tracking data for subse- 
quent analysis. Northernmost sta- 
tion in the world is St. Paul, Minn., 
the extreme southern station lo- 
| cated at Santiago, Chile, with all! 
units falling between latitudes of 
40 degrees north and 40 degrees 
south. 


+ + + 


| from the earth will be 800 miles. 


: preceding or following sunrise or 


tan elaborate north-south meridian 


THE SATELLITE itself is a pol- 
ished metal sphere, 20 inches in 
diameter and weighing 20 pounds. 
It will be launched by a three- | 
stage rocket 70 feet long and | 
weighing 11 tons. Mr. Addabbo | 
explains that once in its orbit, | 
after release from the third stage | 
of the rocket, the satellite will 
travel at a speed of 18.000 miles 
per hour at mean altitude of 500 
miles above the earth. 

“Tt is expected that at perigee 
(point closest to earth in orbit) 
the satellite will be 200 miles 
above the earth, and at opogee 
(furthest point in orbit) distance 


Once set upon its path, the satellite 
will take approximately 100 min- 
utes to circle the earth. 
E u QE 

IN MAGNITUDE, the sphere will 
appear similar in size to the North 
Star, and under favorable condi- 
tions will be observable by reflec- 
tion of the sun with the naked 
eye, providing the atmosphere is 
clear with cloud cover amounting 
to 30 per cent or less. Only during 
the period of twilight, immediately 


sunset, will it be possible to spot 
the satellite, as it travels from 
west to east in the southern part | 
of the sky. А 

Tracking of the satellite, to be 
launched at Patrick Air Force 
Base in Florida, requires the ut- 
most in precision work and equip- 
ment, according to the local 
“Moonwatch” leader. Specifically | 
for the purpose, the Smithsonian 
Institute has designed short-barrel 
telescopes which produce a large- 
field view of 12 degrees and a 
magnification of five and one-half 
times. 

E PIE 

IN DESCRIBING the manner in 
which observations will be made | 
from the Terre Haute Station, Mr. 
Addabbo said that 16 telescopes 
will be employed, positioned along 


with an overlapping sighting cover- 
ing an area the equivalent to 30 
miles wide and 1,000 long. 


Verticle sweep of the viewing arc 
will be 120 degrees, allowing the 
observer to track the satellite for 
approximately two minutes. Esti- 
mated actual time for the satellite 
to traverse the North American 
Continent from the West Coast to 


the East Coast is 10 minutes. 

A series of tests have been 
planned to co-ordinate the activities 
|of all Moonwatcher stations prior 
lto actual launching of the man- 
|made sphere. Subsequent to 
| launching, observations will be | 
' made twice daily during the twi-| 
light periods which precede dawn 
and follow sunset. | 


In order to staff adeguately this 


undertaking, Mr. Addabbo urges | 
| that all persons interested іп 
| joining the local observation team | 
| contact either Allis-Chalmers ог | 
the Terre Haute First National | 


Bank for application blanks. Fur- 
| ther details of the “Operation 
| Moonwatch" program may be ob- 
| tained by calling Mr. Addabbo at 
| N-7415. 
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‘I grazed all the time,’ 


OA groi 


“I was likea cow, ” the VE declared, a d EC 
touching his lips. ' 4 grazed all the time." 

Now a participant in Overeaters Anonyme 
this man "topped out” at 610 pounds nearly 
three years ago when he was consuming around 
10,000 calories a day. His binge food was sugar 
— sweets. He drank maple syrup straight from 
the bottle. He also consumed vast amounts of 
catsup and salad dressing, and was especially 
fond of sandwiches filled with mayonnaise. 

“Га ea. a loaf of bread, but Ра leave a slice 
or two in the package so I could convince myself 
I wasn't eating so much,” he remembered. “One 
night I ate 19 pieces of fried chicken . . . I 
usually didn't eat that much at one time, but 
Iate all the time." 

He is a compulsive overeater; he is addicted 
to food. 

He is not alone. Compulsive eating and 
addiction to food are fairly common. Some 
people use food for “highs,” for consolation, and 
for companionship, just as other people use 
alcohol, drugs, gambling or sex. 

The man describes complusive overeating 
this way: "If you are overeating and it's making 
you miserable emotionally, if you're ashamed of 
what you те doing and that makes you do it 
more, you're a compulsive overeater." 

Inthe past two years and eight months, this 
man — who sought help from a 12-step 
treatment center in Wisconsin and from 
Overeaters Anonymous — has lost 180 pounds. 
He plans to lose another 90 pounds. Declaring 
that he has not established a target date for 
3hedding those 90 pounds, he explained, "I 
abstain from compulsive overeating just like an 
alcoholic abstains from that first drink. My loss 
will occur in God's time... If I'm not overeating, 
ГЇЇ eventually lose the weight." 

Learning to abstain from compulsive 
overeating is neither simple nor easy, and that's 
why Overeaters Anonymous is so important, he 
said. “The OA group gets you out of yourself. 
You can call other members for support before 
you take that first compulsive bite. It lets you 
reach out and help others, too. It peje keep us 


us, 


man says 


PM in the a.m. 


A Vigo County native 
who came home to The 
Tribune-Star in 1981, 


Monday and Wednesday 
morning about life in the 
Wabash Valley. 


By Penny Blaker Mitchell 
Tribune-Star columnist 


sober. It reminds us where we're coming from, 
and relapse is more difficult when you see 
others like you . 

"The neat thing about OA is that it treats me 
like an adult, ning never takes away my freedom 
to make a choice," he said. “It's not a *we against 
them' approach. It'sa personal approach. We 
share experiences, strengths and hopes. We 
share what worked for us, and then the others 
can select what works for them and leave the 
rest... ОА is a simple program for complicated 
people." 

Compulsive overeating is a disease of 
isolation, he said, noting that overeating is more 
readily accepted by society than alcoholism or 
drug addiction, but that it isn't any healthier. 

“People with eating disorders are often more 
emotionally sick than alcoholics or drug 
addicts,” he said. “Partly because overeating 
usually starts at an earlier age and research 
indicates that emotional maturity slows when 
a person is involved in an active stage of 
addiction." 

The man said he was a compulsive overeater 
by the time he was 3 or 4 years old. 

His addiction to food arose from his 
relationship with life, he said. “Fat isn't my 
problem. My problem is my inability to accept 
life on life's terms . . . Fat is a symptom of the 


Mitchell writes here each. 


“Riko AA: (ш 


oup helps addicted 


food problem, and the food is just a symptom, 
too. OA doesn't tell you how to lose weight, but 
how to find a way of life that will relieve the 
compulsions." 

The OA program includes a 12-step guide to 
individual recovery and is governed by 12 
traditions, like those used in such recovery 
programs as Alcoholics Anonymous and 
Narcotics Anonymous. It is a non-profit 
organization. Anonymity is guaranteed. 

Participants must desire to stop eating 
compulsively. That's the only requirement for 
participation. 

*OA is not a diet club," this man said. "It 
doesn't weigh-in members. It doesn't give out 
diet plans. It doesn't give advice on how to eat. 
No individual can dictate to any other person 
how to eat. 

*OA advises all new members to first see their 
doctor to get guidelines on how they should or 
should not eat," he added. "The OA goal is to 
eat moderately, but not to undereat. We're not 
concerned with weight loss, but with the length 
of time the change of eating habits is 
maintained." 

OA does not promote special diets, such as 
those calling for participants to avoid specific. 
foods — like sugar, flour, etc. Instead, OA 
encourages participants to eat moderately — 
and to do so one day at a time. 

There are, he said, two "excellent" OA groups 


in Terre te. One meets from 7 to 8:30 p.m. 
each Tuesday at Hamilton Center Inc. The 


other meets from 7 to 8:30 p.m. each Thursday 
at Maryland Community Church. Both are open 
to the mam 

The man urged people with compulsive eating 
addictions to participate. “Recovery really is 
neat,” he added. “And through the group I 
realize that I’m not the only ‘crazy person. * * 

“Tm with a group of people I can identify with; 
and we're a family. We feel a lot of love and 
support, and we're firmly planted in the 12 
traditions . . . I'm not alone anymore." ғ 

For more information, telephone 234-4844.» : 
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BAPTIST HISTORY AND HERITAGE—SPRING 2000 


HE STRIKING OF MIND UPON MIND": 
THE OPEN FORUM AND THE SOCIAL 
GOSPEL 


Arthur 5. Meyers 


| | efore Internet communities, earlier than study circles and nation- 

al conversations, Americans came together to discuss the vital 

concerns and intellectual advances of their day, and the core beliefs and val- 

ues in their lives. The Open Forum lecture movement has been left out of his- 

tory books, but the locally developed programs brought stimulating, often 

controversial speakers for many years to several hundred communities. Two 

Indiana cities, Terre Haute and Hammond, captured this remarkable move- 
ment in the 1920s.' 

In 1908, George W. Coleman, a Baptist lay leader in Boston and publisher 
of Christian Endeavor magazine, created the Open Forum. With a bequest to be 
used for the "betterment of mankind," he built Ford Hall in Boston to hold 
the Forum. Combining a commitment to the Social Gospel and democratic 
discussion, and with astute advertising skill, Coleman perfected the method 
of locally planned lectures, knowledgeable speakers, and follow-up question 
periods. He spread the model quickly in New England and then around the 
country through a network of activist ministers and civic leaders, writings in 
a variety of religious and secular publications, and numerous speeches.? 

Coleman's approach differed in significant ways from earlier lecture 
movements. It was more intellectual and less religious in program content, 
more appealing in a large city with a wider range of people, and more demo- 
cratic with communities developing their own programs, although a central 
booking bureau was available. In the religious, ethnic, and immigrant mix of 
central Boston, he moved beyond the small town appeal of the Lyceum. The 
approach was more inclusive than women's study clubs, which studied var- 
ious topics, developed an amazing range of activities as community builders 
and agents of change, and were an important factor in the popularization of 
knowledge. Coleman's concept was wider than the Chautauqua movement 
as the Forum was grounded in a nonsectarian base, although Baptist funds 
initially sustained it. Finally, his methods went beyond the earlier movements 
through well-crafted advertising and the use of newspapers and a wide range 
of periodicals.’ 


NOVEMBER 11—VERY REV. JOHN A. 


RYAN, CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY, 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Subject: "Industrial Democracy" 

Human association, said Aristotle, began 
for the purpose of living, but developed not 
for the mere purpose of living, but for liv- 
ing well. Democracy, industrial democracy, 
is not only a form of government, but. a 
Íorm of socicty, which is based on the idea 


of social equality, the idea that every human 
being is cntitled to equal consideration. 
Father Ryan, who is Professor of Moral 


Thcology and Industrial Ethics in the 
Catholic University at Washington, D. C, 
is one of the ablest and clearcst thinkers ot 
the present day and has done much to estab- 
lish a better and more harmonious approach 
to a sorely vexed world in its understanding 
of the implication of industrial democracy. 
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Perspectives 

The Forum movement may be 
viewed from four perspectives. 
First, it was one of the streams in 
what may be called secular per- 
fectionism through public dis- 
cussion, begun first on the ships 
coming to New England and 
continued in town meetings. 
While the meetings were not 
fully democratic in participa- 
tion, and the topics were mainly 
on local governance, the setting 
provided a structure for the 
community to come together. 
Citizens were seeking to im- 
prove or perfect themselves as 
the new nation evolved into a 


. more egalitarian society. De Toc- 

queville understood the concept 
when he observed that in the new nation, “the image of an ideal but always fugi- 
tive perfection presents itself to the human mind," and the democratic idea re- 
flected "the indefinite perfectibility of man." In 1907, Walter Rauschenbusch, 
whose writings shaped the Open Forum, used the same image in Christianity and 
Hie Social Crisis, when he wrote that "the swiftness of evolution in our own coun- 
try proves the immense latent perfectibility in human nature."* 

Second, the Forum was part of the growing interdenominational climate in the 
nation. From the beginning, the hallmark was religious and ethnic diversity in 
local planning committees and the speakers they selected. In Boston, despite un- 
even social and economic integration at the time, Catholics participated in the 
Ford Hall Forum with a priest who sometimes served as moderator and a lay per- 
son who was on the committee to select speakers. Father (later Monsignor) John 
A. Ryan, the leading Catholic advocate for social justice during the period, spoke 
five times at Ford Hall. In Terre Haute, a Congregational pastor led a committee 
of the city's educational, business, and labor leaders, with the vice chairman a 
rabbi. The interdenominational spirit is also revealed in the series held in Ham- 
mond. In 1924, during the heyday of the Ku Klux Klan, a Jewish congregation or- 
ganized the series, although a key planner, an activist woman physician, was not 
Jewish. Monsignor Ryan was the opening speaker while the second lecturer was 
from India." 

A third perspective on the Forum, during the postwar period, is a reflection of 
the shift in religious faith and practice in the nation. Compared with the high spir 
it of the war years, the decade was one of exhaustion. Sensing the public's bewil: 
derment, John Dewey wrote that the "prime condition of a democratically orga- 
nized public is a kind of knowledge and insight which does not yet exist." He ob- 
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Members of “Baby” | ОИ Gen ate be ms Rosa Tus home, and “its home 
pi " . a damocracy," uer Mr. Cole- M! w " 
Arganizatlan: s, | таре агь еее | is the neighborly com- 


RNAAQ H. BHOCKEL. up there’ b on GE KIr Baie ap ai duy afar 
hu? he had never before “n - neon, and an opportunity which would 
a 


Sp tethers егин Ыз кн vaj] munity.” In a parallel 


ч Riven for Тыта Haute people ta meet 
$ a the open forum of Terre rires pit о! | personally and talk with Mr. Coleman. 


own oi ta fim ma шл пешке Mr Crimen saand no les JA largo sumber ot emm та | search, Reinhold 
if lance لے ہے‎ ^ 
Niebuhr could not 
find religious robust- 
ness in the nation. As 
me uem ot fe nid d to The a a pastor in Detroit 
muna element of ‘Terre Неше la 5 
and close observer of 
(pa pantan near, Terro И industrialism, he de- 
nd- a Ie . а ; 
cried the moral failure 
of Christianity, writ- 
Monti id ing that it was not a 


filed quickly afore 
randittan of arcal- 


Uy eleg vital factor in contem- 
INE HA Y porary іи 
tioned religion's sur- 

vival and became dis- 

ККАО couraged by the fail- 
Ws aa pasts | ure of the ministry. In- 


I ana rirhnesa Д 
ed 3 уваги of open (о 


Е Jn dexes of denomina- 

a. | tional vitality during 

End peru. the decade show a 

' | prevailing downward 

c4», trend, the beginning 

of the "religious de- 

pression." Specific to Indiana, a study of Midwestern towns found that the 

churches seldom concerned themselves with anything beyond preaching, while 

service clubs and community agencies carried forward the Social Gospel. In 

1910, Coleman sensed the estrangement people felt, and he described the Forum 

as "a church outside the churches," made possible through the support of reli- 
gion.^ 


БАЕ КЕЕ with 
the franimans of iba 


Continued & Fuge 1. Column 1. | 


The Social Gospel 

The fourth way to view the Forum is as an implementation of the Social Gospel. 
Beginning in 1892, Coleman was in a group headed by Rauschenbusch that 
wrestled with social problems. The Brotherhood of the Kingdom, composed of 
Baptist ministers, theologians, and laymen, sought to apply social Christianity to 
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the problems of everyday life. The 
goals of the organization were to keep 
in contact with common people, infuse 
religious spirit into social amelioration, 
and “jealously guard the freedom of 
discussion for any man who is im- 
pelled by love of the truth to utter his 
thoughts.” These were the exact princi- 
ples that Coleman would use to shape 
the Ford Hall Forum in 1908. A direct 
link between Christianity and the Social 
Crisis and Coleman is found in his let- 
ter to the theologian right after the 
book's publication in 1907: 


I have read your book. It has impressed 


ful symptoms of the moral uplift is the 
fact that the publicity men of the coun- 
try under the leadership of an unusual | 
kind of Christian have undertaken to 

make advertising tell the truth." At a 

time of much social dislocation, the 

goal to connect the self-oriented Chris- 

tian consciousness into one that was 

neighbor oriented was particularly 

meaningful. It is not coincidental that 

when the Open Forum began at Ford 

Hall in Boston, the core audience was 

called “Ford Hall Folks.” 

Today, the tradition of Americans 
seeking to expand their thinking as cit- 
izens is too often overlooked. In colo- 


me most deeply and 1 mm—— nial towns, the clergy 


am going to read it 
again right away. I 
bought forty 
copies for distribution 
among my friends. [A 
member of the clergy 
told me it] comes pret- 
ty near being an epoch- 
making book. І have 
been imparting some 
of the inspiration 
which has come to me 
through its pages to 
our... workers here... 
and shall put a copy in 
the hands of each of them. We have plans 
laid already that look toward a dissemination 
of some of the truths which you teach [em- 
phasis added]. 


have 


forum. 


In addition, for a decade beginning 
in 1907, Coleman spearheaded the Sag- 
amore Sociological Conference in 
which Rauschenbusch and other social 
gospelers came together for a week 
each summer to discuss societal prob- 
lems. In 1912, the theologian was un- 
doubtedly referring to Coleman when 
he wrote that “one of the most wonder- 


Cg. he major 
С tenet of 
the Lyceum 
was to provide 
opportunities for 
people with 
expertise to share 
their knowledge 
through a public 


supported a well-edu- 


cated laity so they 
could follow theologi- 
cal discussions. The 


first half of the nine- 
teenth century brought 
an extraordinary devel- 
opmentin the spread of 
ideas and knowledge. 
Common people had a 
desire to kitow so they 
could share more fully 
in the life of the mind. 
The Lyceum and then 
Chautauqua respond- 
ed by bringing lecturers to several 
thousand communities. The major 
tenet of the Lyceum was to provide op- 
portunities for people with expertise to 
share their knowledge through a public 
forum. As the Lyceum sought to broad- 
en minds and make people more ac- 
cepting of new ideas, the Open Forum 
is its clear successor. At midcentury, 
public speakers provided à compre- 
hensive vision, referred to as the demo- 
cratic spirit, making knowledge readily 
accessible to common people. By par- 
ticipating in a wide range of informa- 
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tion activities, Americans showed 
their commitment to the idea of a 
knowledgeable citizenry. At the turn 
of the century, clubwomen began to 
study social issues; universities de- 
veloped extension courses; and social 
and cultural centers, which were 
often part of congregations, held live- 
ly debates. The first year's brochure 
of the Forum in Hammond reflected 
this pattern by listing the location as 
the “Beth-El Social Center.”" 

In this intellectual, social, and reli- 
gious milieu, arising from a need for 
a more meaningful inner and com- 
munal life, the idea of locally 
planned, nonsecular civic discourse 
resonated across the national land- 
scape. Audiences ranged from long- 
time residents and Italian immigrants 
in Boston, to union members and 
Congregationalists in Terre Haute, to 
Jewish small-business owners in 
Hammond. The lectures were 
planned by representative commit- 
tees rather than professional educa- 
tors, and they were held in public 
halls, churches, or synagogues instead of schools. Although frequently criticized 
by professional adult educators at the time, they were declared invaluable as a so- 
cial institution and an instrument of democracy.’ 

In Indiana, in the first decades of the twentieth century, a mainly homogeneous 
population avoided extremes and held strongly to past traditions. Few clergy 
paid attention to industrial problems, and it was nearly impossible to find a pub- 
lic place where African Americans were treated equally. A hardening pattern of 
residential segregation, a declining percentage of foreign-born residents, and an 
emphasis on American history and citizenship in the schools characterize the pe- 
riod. Not surprisingly, a large number of Hoosiers joined the Klan, with the or- 
ganization strongest in areas most affected by industrial development. Not only 
farmers and factory workers but merchants, small-business men, and Protestant 
ministers also donned the white robe and hood. By 1924, the Klan had become a 
deeply troubling force, and the state led the country in membership." 


While a student at Oberlin College, Jolin W. 
Herring was undoubtedly influenced by 
Washington Gladden and Rauschenbusch 
during their frequent visits to the campus. 


Terre Haute 

When the Terre Haute Open Forum began in 1920, the city was emerging from a 
difficult period. After the bitter 1902 street railway strike and boycott, union ac- 
lions became larger, longer, and more militant. At the same time, political cor- 
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ruption was rampant. An Indianapolis 
newspaper described a “rotten sys- 
tem,” one that was bringing the city to 
the verge of anarchy. During the war, 
antiradicalism was as virulent as ever. 
As the community became obsessed 
with growth, the business class drew 
further away from the workers." 

A young clergyman came into this 
setting. While a student at Oberlin Col- 
lege, John W. Herring was undoubted- 
ly influenced by Washington Gladden 
and Rauschenbusch during their fre- 
quent visits to the campus. When he at- 
tended Chicago Theological Seminary, 
the school was particularly strong in 
Christian sociology and social action. 
From this background, the new pastor 
came to First Congre- 
gational Church in 
Terre Haute. Among 
his predecessors was 
Lyman Abbott, who 
spoke freely from the 
pulpit during the 
Civil War, and was an 
early shaper of the So- 
cial Gospel." 

George Coleman 
described the Terre Haute series as a 
“beacon light” for all the surrounding 
territory. In opening the series, Cole- 
man was greeted by 500 persons, "rep- 
resentative of the entire community." 
The local newspaper noted that “busi- 
ness and professional men, toilers in 
shops and factories, men and women 
from stores and offices and school 
rooms were in the audience and their 
close attention to the speaker indicated 
their interest in the forum and the sub- 
jects to be discussed at future sessions." 
Although the lectures were held on 
Sunday evenings, the intent was not to 
injure church services. The Forum was 
primarily for people without a Sunday 


home. 


he Forum 

was 

primarily 
for people without 
a Sunday evening 


lw 
zl 


evening home. The “Rules for Open 
Discussion” were emphatic: 


1. Questions—not Speeches. 

2. Principles—not Personalities. 

3. A Question from each—not a Cate- 
chism by a Few. 

4. A strict Taboo on anything that 
savours [sic] of Propaganda. 

5. Honesty of speeches and honesty of 
questions." 


News accounts of the first year's 
programs frequently mention large au- 
diences. An outstanding speaker in the 
first year was Harry F. Ward of Union 
Theological Seminary, a Methodist 
leader and strong advocate for civil lib- 
erties. In Terre Haute, he 
said that when a commu- 
nity dares not listen to 
the opinions of its dis- 
contented members it be- 
comes enslaved by fear. 
At the end of the first 
year, the daily newspa- 
per raised the question 
as to how public a public 
forum should be, sug- 
gesting that the church had been trans- 
formed into a “pulpit for soviet’sm.” 
Four months earlier, the newspaper 
had praised the free and untrammeled 
nature of the Forum. The first-year 
schedule was comprehensive—city 
planning, social Christianity, prison re- 
form, labor-management relations, po- 
litical reform, education, marriage, the | 
farm crisis, civil liberties, foreign af- 
fairs, equal rights, and local political is- 
sues. It was a carefully planned ap 
proach to broadening the knowledge 
and awareness of adults in societal con 
cerns." 

In announcing plans for the second 
year, the speakers' committee strove to 
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Meth-El Social Center | maintain an even balance of radical 
and conservative presentations, 
pen Forum Course stating that truth will eventually 
س‎ come out through free discussion. 
The committee noted that the 
FIRST SEASON Forum is for the man without a Sun- 
day evening connection, draws no 
3Brogram 1924-25 sectarian or race lines, and has no 
axe to grind. The words of the Terre 
Haute planners were similar to 
those of Coleman soon after he 
Lecture eberp Tutap Evening gt began the Ford Hall Forum, as he 
.| had to reassure Boston ministers 
8:15 o'clock - : : 

that he was not seeking their con- 
gregants. Rather, he envisioned the 
at lecture series as a home for people 
Е without a church. After fourteen 
Beth-El Social Center - seasons of Ford Hall, and separate 
916 Hohman Street series sponsored by synagogues and 
HAMMOND. IND. Catholic and Protestant churches, 
Coleman wrote that one must have 
a very narrow conception of religion 
not to see that a Forum is filled with 

a "powerful religious dynamic." '* 
When the series resumed in Terre 
Haute in the fall, the first lecturer 
was Shailer Mathews, dean of the 
University of Chicago Divinity 
Wed ax ое теде tonbe School and a leader in interdenomi- 
entire course of 16 lectures............$6.00` nationalism. (A few years later, he 
would open the third season of the 
Hammond Forum.) During this pe- 
riod, the Baptist-founded school was probably the country’s most powerful cen- 
ter of Protestant liberalism. His appearance is an example of the Forums ability 
to attract national figures to smaller cities. A few years later, Rev. Herring de- 
scribed the principles of the movement and its implementation in Terre Haute. He 
wrote that the Forum came close to the “core of democracy [drawing in] men and 
women from every pigeon hole of life." The audience was "the most diverse 
group of people, of every shade of red or blue in their opinions, of every nation 
under the sun in their paternity." The lectures extracted men and women from 
their compartments and, by means of free discussion, brought them into vital re- 
lationship with one another. For Herring, the question period was the Forum's 
most important business— "tlie striking of mind upon mind, the airing of misunder- 
standings, challenges as to facts involved, questions that draw out and clarify the 
speaker's message, the pouring of every kind of a reaction from every class into 
the melting pot toward the end of a fairer and better considered outlook by all" 
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[emphasis added]." 
The Terre Haute Open Forum was off to a strong start. In the close-minded 
post-war era, an ideal series had been developed—a representative planning 
committee, topics of both immediate and wider inter- 
est, and speakers who broadened horizons and 
sparked controversy. Capacity audiences attest 
to the public's interest, and extended news- 
paper coverage confirms its importance for 
the entire community. At a time when the 
city needed cohesiveness, the open plat- 
form and vigorous give-and-take ques- 
tion periods built bridges of understand- 
ing among people from different reli- 
gious and ethnic groups, as well as labor 
and business. In 1924, Herring resigned 
his pulpit to plan conferences for the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches between Christ- 
ian and Jewish congregations. He wanted 
to work urgently for "profound understand- 
ing,” to achieve nationally what he had 
begun in a divided Terre Haute. Unfortunate- 
ly, the Forum was not continued after he left." 


Hammond Rabbi Max Bretton, Beth-El Temple 
When Lithuanian-born Rabbi Max Bret- 


ton came to Hammond in 1923, after ordination at Hebrew Union College, he 
found a growing industrial community. The Chamber of Commerce had been re- 
organized in 1922, and its membership grew. New construction, new businesses, 
and the enlarging of existing industries meant greater opportunities. It was а 
hard-working, comfortable milieu for the small Jewish population. Many were 
extensively involved in the city's commercial life and civic activities and were 
chamber members." 

Unfortunately, the city had another side. Hammond, the chamber said, needs 
"citizenship, not partisanship; friendliness, not offishness; sympathy not criti- 
cism; intelligent support, not indifference.” The community witnessed Klan ac- 
tivity and Rabbi Bretton spoke of a cross burning on the temple grounds. On elec- 
tion night in 1924, when the Klan-backed candidate for governor swept the state, 
including Hammond, "a cross blazed in every park.”" 

Rabbi Bretton felt there was a sturdy core of thinking, fact-secking citizens who 
craved an authoritative discussion of vital problems affecting all angles of their 
lives. After being taught its first steps by the congregation's leaders, the Beth-El 
Open Forum was realigned in 1932 as the Hammond Open Forum with à repre 
sentative civic committee. It included à civic-minded Catholic attorney, the 
staunchly conservative Methodist superintendent of schools, the Unitarian pub- 
lic library director, and a woman doctor and civic activist, probably not religious 
ly affiliated, who was a leader in the series from the beginning. The deep impact 


____  ———————ї—————————————-—— 


NOV. 18—SY UD HASSAIN, INDIA. 


Subject: "Eastern and Western Ideals, a 


Contrast and Comparison." 


Syud Hassain is perhaps the Orient's 
most brilliant and eloquent representative 
im America. His message of a better world 
order have prompted critics to hail him as 
an outstanding orator and as a spiritual 
force of great signilicance. His lecture 
should be of special appeal to thinking peo- 
ple. Even cultured and well educated men 


and women arc often unaware of the fact 
that there is a culture and a civilization in 
the Eastern world different from our own. 
“The very least we can do is to know somc- 
thing concerning the civilization and idcals 
of our fellow meu of the Eastern hemis- 


phere. Such an understanding may help to 
bring about the fecling of tolerance and 
sympathy instead of the race and religious 
hatred which in most instances is duc to a 
lack of knowledge of the man's 
point of view. 


other 
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of the Open Forum in Ham- 
mond is shown by its continu- 
ing for nineteen years and ex- 
tensive newspaper coverage 
that carried the programs much 
further than the immediate au- 
dience. The Chamber of Com- 
merce also recognized the 
value of the lectures on the so- 
cial and esthetic development 
of citizens, looking at it as civic 
development rather than fi- 
nance.” 

The topic of the first speaker, 
Monsignor Ryan, was “Indus- 
trial Democracy,” a phrase that 
meant equal consideration for 
every human being. Starting off 
with this topic sent a strong 
message on the commitment of 


the planning committee. Two 
nights after the opening lec- 
ture, robed Klansmen marched into the new African Methodist Episcopal church, 
donated $100, and extended words of greeting to the congregation. Appearing in 
African-American churches was a frequent Klan tactic and frightened the women 
and children and angered the men. While the Indiana Klan generally ignored 
black and Jewish citizens, these robed marchers made terror palpable." 

The second lecturer, from India, contrasted and compared Eastern and Western 
ideals. Hammond at the time had only a handful of residents from Asia. With this 
topic, the planners brought forward the importance of understanding other be- 
liefs. Introducing an Eastern religion to a somewhat narrow, largely homoge- 
neous community in the 1920s was significant. It showed that nonmajority reli- 
gions contained meaningful values, an important point for the Jewish congrega- 
tion arranging the series." 

With a broad range of speakers, the first season captured the vision of the plan- 
ners and laid the groundwork for future programs. John Haynes Holmes, an ac- 
tivist minister who understood socialism as political Christianity and appeared 
frequently at Ford Hall, spoke in the first year in Hammond. He spoke on sever- 
al other occasions, and he was the opening lecturer in the final year. He had been 
a leading voice against the war and continued afterwards advocating strongly for 
liberal causes. Norman Thomas, a Presbyterian minister, vigorously opposed 
America's entry into the war and eventually left the ministry for the Socialist 
Party, to speak forthrightly about the nation's shortcomings. The first year of the 
Beth-El Open Forum carried forward the American faith in secular perfectibility, 
expressed by de Tocqueville and Rauschenbusch, and the ideals of Reform Ju- 
daism—to think freely and do justly.” 
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In 1926, Rabbi Bretton left Ham- 
mond and the pulpit, but the series 
continued into World War II, stopping 
only when the gasoline shortage made 
private transportation too difficult. 
With strong civic leadership and a 
wide range of speakers, the series 
opened new vistas, raised disturbing 
questions, and showed the power of 
democracy in the industrial city. On a 
personal level, the impact of the Forum 
is captured in deeply moving letters 
between the Hammond planners and 
W. E. B. Du Bois of the National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Col- 
ored People. Following his 1926 talk, 
Du Bois wrote that he "enjoyed 
tremendously" the ex- 


inner lives might have reflected what 
Niebuhr and Dewey were describing 
during the decade about the loss of 
faith and the need for community.^ 
When the Klan was strong in Indi- 
ana and the public was intolerant of 
liberal viewpoints, clergy and laity 
built bridges of racial, religious, and 
global understanding. Lecturers of na- 
tional and international renown drew 
capacity audiences, and news accounts 
extended their words deeper into the 
public's awareness. While the minister 
and rabbi each served as a catalyst in 
bringing this public learning, their 
work would have been impossible 
without support from their congrega- 


ees (Ons and wider commu- 


periences of Ham- : nities. The commitment 
mond. One of the local wo nights to serve on planning 
planners, the activist after the committees, write lec- 
woman physician, de- opening turers, arrange the vis- 


scribed his visit as a 
"spiritual entity grown 
inside of me like a 
blossom in fertile 
soil."? 


For Our Time 

In view of the social, 
intellectual and reli- 
gious currents of the 
time, intriguing paral- 
lels emerge in the ca- 
reers of Rev. Herring 
and Rabbi Bretton. 
Both began activist leadership in Indi- 
ana soon after their ordination. They 
reached across interdenominational 
lines and worked closely with civic 
leaders in planning the lectures. A few 
years after they began their Forums, 
they left the pulpit. Their departures 
suggest they may not have found in 
their everyday work the fulfillment 
that the Forum brought them, or their 


lecture, robed 
Klansmen marched 
into the new 
African Methodist 
Episcopal church, 
donated $100, and 
extended words of 
greeting to the 
congregation. 


its, and report on them 
reflect a deep sense of 
civic responsibility. 

For Terre Haute, the 
Forum became the train- 
ing ground for a pastor 
embarking on a long ca- 
reer, using communica- 
tion between people 
and the Forum method 
to build better commu- 
nities. For Hammond, 
nineteen years of a 
thoughtfully prepared 
series, extensive newspaper coverage, 
and support by the business communi- 
ty confirm the recollection of a person 
who attended regularly that it was a 
"marvelous program." From Baptist 
roots in Boston, through a Congrega- 
tional church in Terre Haute and a Jew- 
ish congregation in Hammond, the lo- 
cally planned, open-minded civic dis- 
course should not be forgotten. The 


| COMMITT 
Е 916 Hohman Street, Hammond, Indiana. 


И DEAR SIRS: 


Please reserve: ................... season tickets for me. 


Certes ul Anhur S Meyers 


final image evoked by Rev. Herring—the striking of mind upon mind—is a model 
for a human-centered approach to public learning, a Social Gospel for our time.” 


Endnotes 
Arthur S. Meyers is director of Russell Library, the public library in Middletown, Con- 
necticut. 
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CHART OF LECTURE TOPICS IN HAMMOND, INDIANA 
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